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OVARIOTOMY CASE. 


By Rost. Bartey, M. D.. or Romz, Ga. Read before the Geor- 
gia Medical Association. 

Mrs. H.—aged 38, married, had one child—noticed 14 years 
previously a small lump deep down in the right illiac fossa. This 
tumor slowly increased in size, until the distension was more than 
is ordinarily presented at term. In the fall of 1864 she was 
tapped by Prof. B. W. Avent, of Memphis, who obtained two 
quarts of fluid, with considerable relief to the more urgent symp- 
toms. Four weeks afterward Dr. Avent tapped a second time, 
drawing one quart. On the second day following this she aborted 
at about six months. 

She came first under my care in 1865 at Rome, when she was 
occasionally troubled with attacks of severe and protracted neu- 
ralgia, caused by the mechanical pressure. In the following year 
I visited her in Chattooga county, and examined her with a view 
to operative interference. A cyst of the right ovary was diag- 
nosed, and the uterus found to be healthy. Although there was 
great enlargement of the abdomen, and she still suffered occasion- 
ally from neuralgia, the state of general health was fair. Of a 
lively and naturally cheerful disposition, she was fairly enjoying 
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life. She often rode on horseback for miles, amd with compara- ~~ 
tive comfort. She was advised to content herself with her then 
state of health and comfort, and was promised an operation when 
decided symptoms of decline should call for it. 

In the spring of 1869 the general health had given way, and 
her sufferings had rendered life no longer enjoyable. She had 
long contemplated an operation, and now earnestly desired it. I 
therefore visited her at Setohatchee, Ala. 

May 20th, 1869, at 3 p. m., she was chloroformed and placed 
upon the operating table. Drs. Pritchett, Muschatt and Samply, 
of Haynesville, and Drs. Sanderson and McLain, of Setohatchee, 
were present by invitation, and assisting. An incision two and 
a half inches in length was made in the medium line. There be- 
ing no parietal adhesions, the tumor was tapped with a large 
trochar, not especially adapted to such uses ; a thick white fluid, . 
strongly reminding one of buttermilk, flowed tardily forth, and 
much time was wasted in efforts to discharge the cyst through the 
canula. A portion of the cyst-wall was now drawn out of the 
abdomen, and freely slit open to discharge the fluid; a large mass 
of white adipose material strongly resembling ‘“‘ cotton seed but- 
ter ’’ was drawn out, having much long hair intermingled with it. 
So striking were these resemblances that remarks were instinc- 
tively uttered by the bystanders—“ Why, Doctor, you are getting 
butter-milk,” and ‘There is your butter all churned ready for 
taking up.” I did, in fact, actually “take it up,” as the phrase 
is, by “gathering the little masses together, which loosely ad- 
hered on contact, as in a churn, and “ working out the butter- 
milk,” obtained, after the cperation, near two pounds of good, 
solid butter, which, but for the numerous hairs which permeated 
it in every direction, seemed fit to be placed upon the breakfast 
table. The unctuous feeling in the hands was not that of lard or 
fat or tallow, but distinctly the impression made by freshly- 
churned butter—and numerous smaller fragments floated half- 
concealed, upon the residual buttermilk. . 

The cyst being emptied of its contents was gradually drawn 
out through the small abdominal incision; a very firm omental 
adhesion was severed by ecrasement ; the uterus and left ovary 
were brought into view and found to be healthy; a considerable 
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little mass of the buttery material, which had accidentally escaped 
into the cavity of the pelvis, was removed ; the pedicle was trans- 
fixed by a needle carrying a double silver wire, the wire secured 
upon the two halves, and severed slowly below, by the ecras- 
eur, with a view of dropping the pedicle back into the pelvis. 
There was no bleeding, but as the action of the ecraseur chain 
had loosened the hold of the wires, it was deemed prudent to 
secure the pedicle in two portions with silk, and “ pocket it” be- 
tween the two lips of the incision held by hare-lip pins, as prac- 
ticed by Dr. Storer, of Boston, in order that it might afterwards 
be readily reached in case of hemorrhage. 

The cyst, when distended, measured thirty-six inches in its long 
circumference, and was estimated, as nearly as could be attained, 
to weigh thirty pounds with its contents. Of the contained ma- 
terials, besides those already named, were many teeth, both loose 
and adherent, and several fragments of bone. A canine tooth 
was large and very perfectly formed, and one bony fragment was 
distinctly fashioned for the petrous portion of the temporal with 
part of the auditory canal. 

6 p. m.—Pulse 84, patient comfortable and quite cheerful. 

21st May.—Pulse 96 a. m., and 80 p. m.; doing finely, no 
treatment, simply nursed. 

22d May.—Pulse 84 a. m., 80 p.m., had a good day—says 
she “ feels very well ’’—adhesion is good throughout the abdomi- 
nal wound. 

23d May.—Pulse 80 a. m., 84 p. m., is doing finely. 

24th May—Pulse 84 a. m., very comfortable—removed the pins 
and superficial sutures, lips of the wound are firmly adherent, 
walls of the abdomen flat and loose, good appetite, rests comfort- 
ably, is cheerful and happy. I returned to my home leaving her 
in the care of her husband, Dr. H., who reported her condition to 
me from day to day by mail. From these reports the following 
record is made up: 

24th p. m.—Pulse 110, slight fever, restless, required lauda- 
num enema—slight oozing of blood, from points where the ping 
were removed. 

25th Mag.—Pulse 100 a. m., 94 p. m.,, resting well—did not 
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require any anodyne. The pedicle makes decided traction upon 
the abdominal walls, drawing the wound strongly inwards. 

26th May.—Pulse a. m. 94, p. m. 84—required opiate in morn- 
ing, is free of fever and quite cheerful. 

27th May.—Pulse a. m. 20, p. m. 96—slept all night—a little 
fever in p. m., bowels slightly tympanitic. 

28th May.—Pulse 88 and 90—no opiate to-day, two doses of 
quinine. 

29th May.—Pulse 86 and 88—doing well. 

30th May.— Pulse 90 and $0—rested badly, rheumatism in 
shoulder, bowels not yet moved, appetite good, wound healthy, 
slight traction does not move the ligature. 

31st May.—Pulse 90 and 86—rested badly, rheumatism shoul- 
der and chest. 

1st June.—Pulse 92 and 96—still complaining of rheumatism, 
no evacuation of the bowels yet, abdomen tympanitic, mild enema 
morning and evening did not move the bowels—menses appeared 
to-day, prematurely—ligature has not come away yet. 

2d June.—Pulse 88 and 82—More feeble, otherwise, doing 
well, two enemata, no alvine evacuation yet, less appetite. 

3d June.—Pulse 82 and 86—enema, bowels moved freely— 
rheumatism still, menses normal, seems quite feeble, but other- 
wise doing well, very well. 

4th June.—Pulse 80 and 94—menses ceasing, appetite good. 

5th June.—Pulse 85 and 90—bowels moving heathfully, wound 
is healing nicely—ligature not away yet. 

6th June—Pulse 86 and 100, little fever again, no appetite— 
takes 10 drops tincture iron tri-daily. 

Tth June—Pulse 86 and 88, appetite better, gaining strength 
—had 9 grains quinine. 

&th June—Pulse 84 and 86, one thread of ligature came away, 
very comfortable. 

10th June—Pulse normal, gaining, sits up—impatient for the 
other ligatures to come away. 

12th June—Gets up and dresses without assistance—another — 
thread came away. 


19th June—Progressing admirably—Dr. H. says, “as gay as 
a cricket ’’—another ligature removed. 
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3d July—“ She is attending daily to her domestic affairs.” 

22d July—Mrs. H. sends word “ she is well now.” The liga- 
tures are all away and the wound is healed. 

Mrs, H. has enjoyed excellent health up to the present time. 
She has been regular and healthy in her menstrual function, has 
had no miscarriage, but I regret to say, is not yet “ blest in her 
household.” 





FEVERS. 


BY T. A. COOKE, M. D., OF LOUISIANA. 


ee 


Ws are in the habit of dignifying the phenomena, the events, 
the manifestations of life, of disease, and the impressions of 
agents upon the human body, as facts. We recoil from the truth 
that a fact in medicine, without an exception or condition, can 
hardly be said to exist. In the exact sciences our information is 
positive; but in medicine conditions or exceptions attach to all 
observations. Ipecacuanha will not always cause vomiting, nor 
opium sleep ; out of all therapeutic facts, the most reliable are the 
emetic properties of the one, the soperific of the other. So with 
regard to the nature of inflammation: a morbid process, to which 
from time immemorial, most of the ill of flesh, are (very loosely) 
attributed, there exist in this day, as much disputation and igno- 
rance as in any preceding age. Instead of being the cause, it is 
most probadly always in its origin a symptom of disease. Who 
will say that in erysipelas the inflammation is the cause, and not 
the result of the general disturbance? a pure sequela, which 
sometimes becomes a disease productive of most serious evils ? 

No local inflammation can ever take place before the normal 
relations between the solids and fluids of the part are affected— 
perverting nutritive actions, accelerating, retarding, or suspend- 
ing elimination in the part affected; nor can we have essential 
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fever withou! an evident perversion or modification of these same 
movements—as is evident in typhoid and bilious, and, especially, 
in yellow fever. The grade or character of the inflammation de- 
pends upon the predominance of some one of the conditions men- 
tioned, resulting from particular causes—a peculiar diathesis or 
temperament, or the presence of elements in the body which give 
a peculiar character to the secretions. 

So that we have various kinds of inflammation, presenting un- 
told degrees of benignity and malignity—an affection always, in 
my judgment, symptomatic, but which often in its turn becomes a 
disease, reacting upon the system with dangerous and sometimes 
fatal severity. 


A statement, recently met with, that the redness of the blood 
seen in blood vessels leaving seats of inflammation, shows that 
there has been going on a process of suboxidation of this fluid in 
the part inflamed, has led me to much reflection. Whether cor- 
rect or not, it is a statement full of interest to the physiologist as 
well as the pathologist. It appears very clearly to me, that this 
arterial color of the blood is not due to a process of suboxidation, 
but to the absence of deoxidation of the blood in the inflamed 
parts—that in inflammation neither atrophy or hypertrophy neces- 
sarily results. There may be swelling from effusion, pain from 
pressure, and the involvement in excited action of the nerves of 
the part, and redness—and this in its different grades will corres- 
pond with the molecular or excretery actions going on in the part 
—varying from a dusky redness to a bright arterial hue. The 
general phenomenon is that of redness—the blood retaining (nei- 
ther more nor less) its arterial hue. So long as the arterial blood 
penetrates and traverses the inflamed tissue, redness will, under 
ordinary circumstances, predominate, because there are no effete 
matters eliminated—because carbonaceous matters, or those ele- 
ments or compounds which unite with oxygen are locked up, as it 
were, in the inner chambers or cells of the parts, thus leaving the 
arterial blood unchanged at the time of leaving the inflamed tissue. 

Such appears to be a correct explanation of the color of red- 
ness in inflammation—of the color of the blood both in the seat 
of the inflammation and in the vessels departing therefrom. How- 
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ever particular influences may modify the disease considered, its 
general phenomena are all reconcileable with the theory above 
proposed. 

The death of the part from strangulation—from the effusion of 
corroding secretions, the breaking down of tissue consequent upon 
the free discharge of deleterious fluids, the production of pus, its 
absorption, &c., are all ultimate effects of some form of inflamma- 
tion, but they impinge in no way upon the proposition that redness 
in inflammation, and of the blood of the part, is due entirely to 
the diminution or suspension of elimination in the part diseased. 

It must at once strike the reflecting mind, that if this proposi- 
tion embrace a truth—and we know of nothing in our art that 
more nearly approximates the dignity of a fact—it is one of great 
and paramount importance in practical medicine. We sce in the 
invasion of all ardent fevers—in bilious fevers—especially in yel- 
low fever—that venous blood is arterial in its color, nor docs it 
lose its bright hue until the nutritive actions and the waste of the 
body are restored, and effete matters are evolved in the chemical 
laboratory of nature. 

It is admitted that the danger of bilious affections is just in pro- 
portion to the continuance or duration of this ardent fever. Hap- 
pily for us, in our autumnal diseases, the violence of the fever 
soon gives way, the molecular movements are restored to great 
activity, effete matters are abundantly separated, the emaciation 
is rapid and the recovery equally so. In yellow fever—a disease 
of one paroxysm—a phenomenon distinctive in itself—unhappi- 
ly the result is too often different. In this affection the curative 
powers of nature seem fettered; nor can she, in too many in- 
stances, break the bonds by which her powers are restrained. In 
all grave cases we witness from the commencement a gradual de- 
crease, oftentimes a speedy cessation of secretions of all the or- 
gans and tissues of the wholesystem. While there exist in excess, 
most probably, all the elements required for elimination and secre- 
tion, yet in a simple but fatal case of the disease, we find the en- 
ergies of vital chemistry—the action and reaction between the 
solids and fluids—greatly impaired, soon destined to be suspended 
—sometimes from the beginning abolished, never again to be re- 
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sumed. In this disease, most generally, the fever is very intense, 
the whole body is in a state of great irritation, the cause, or the 
malady, or both united, arresting molecular actions; the carbon 
of the body and its compounds become imprisoned, as it were— 
and hence in the withdrawal of the antidote in the human system 
of oxygen, whilst the last irritates and goads on the heat, we have 
presented to us a most violent, but in the view we take of it, a 
simple and intelligible form of disease. 

We occasionally, but very rarely in this region of country, wit- 
ness—generally in early summer—an affection which, in all its 
symptoms clearly resembles yellow fever. In its onset, progress, 
ardency of the fever—in the racking pains of head, back and 
limbs—in the light, arterial color of the blood when drawn from 
the veins—in the bloated tissues, anxious, bright eye, gradual sus- 
pension of secretions, ending in a virtual exsiccation of the whole 
system—we have the counterpart of the disease called yellow 
fever, and here we have the whole body in a condition analogous 
to that which prevails in an inflamed surface, only in the one case 
there is diffused irritation, in the other a local inflammation—no 
carbon existing in either case to neutralize the superabundant ox- 
ygen of the blood. If such statement be true, it appears to me 
to furnish the means for explaining the phenomena of yellow fever, 
as well as of that peculiar form of bilious fever, simulating the 
yellow, above alluded to. 

The evidences of the imperfection of medical science surround 
us on all sides, but the discrepancy of opinions of the ablest in the 
profession on the most important points—and especially at the 
bedside of the patient—should inspire the honest follower of the 
healing art with profound mortification. Is it true that disease is 
ever to be a subject of disputation—one of the arcana of nature— 
and that the physician has but to supply himself with patent med- 
icines to await the maladies we may encounter? Such disgrace 
seems to threaten the medical profession. Every day some new 
remedy is highly recommended. In a few munths or years it is 
laid aside or substituted by another whose fate is the same. In 
our ignorance we are striving, with all praise, to make our neces- 
sarily false practice, and imperfect observation the means for the 
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discovery of truth, and we are driven to confess that truth has 
mocked us in our researches, and to admit that our science has 
made no advance. We realize the fact that our art is but a col- 
lection of imperfect, approximative truths. And in the absence 
of positive knowledge of the constituent elements of the body, 
and of the chemical changes which disease engenders, we are most 
likely destined to grope our way in darkness, mere empirics. But 
there are certain phenomena which may be appreciated by the 
mind as facts or truths. 

It may be stated that all fevers necessarily result from the in- 
troduction into the body of something deleterious—that the dele- 
terious or morbid matter does not produce disease so long as the 
preservative forces expel it from the system. But on continued 
exposure to the cause, (and illustratiue examples are seen in every 
epidemic—contagious or infectious.) Nature finally subcumbs— 
the poisonous influences affect the whole body—and fever results. 
In the typhoid we see immediately instituted a rapid waste of the 
solids—for weeks and weeks an excessive process of emaciation 
goes on. Without food or restorative elements from without, the 
blood is yet preserved in a condition to sustain life, until finally 
the solids are liberated from the poison and its effects, and con- 
valescence results. So in bilious fever: after a few hours of in- 
tensity the fever abates—the suspended waste of the body is 
resumed, and we have a speedy recovery, unless engorgements 
occur, dependent on the superabundance of eliminated matters, 
and the weakened state of the engorged organs. In asimple case 
of yellow fever, very often the nutritive, in eliminating the ex- 
creting powers of the body gradually become suspended, soon no 
waste of the solids takes place, the blood becomes surcharged with 
oxygen, and we witness the most extraordinary ensemble of symp- 
toms, until death closes the scene. 

If the above statements bear the aspect of truth, they merit 
the attention of all students and medical practitioners. 








SELECTIONS. 


———_—___. 


ON FUNCTIONAL MEDICINE. 


By Dr. Wintovensy F. Wanz, B. A., Physician to the General 
Hospital, formerly Professor of the Practice of Physic in the 
Queen’s College, Birmingham. 





In practical medicine, as in morals, it is well to have a lofty 
ideal. If we aim at a high mark we shall shoot higher than if we 
aimed at a low one. But in both there is danger in having too 
lofty an ideal. We feel so utterly unable to reach that which we 
profess to ourselves we ought to reach, that we do not long con- 
tinue to aim at it. This is the case with many young practition- 
ers of medicine. They set out impressed with the advantages of 
minute investigation, of active research, and of exhaustive diag- 
nosis by those various means and instruments which they see used 
in hospitals. They find afterwards, when pressed by the cares 
and fatigue of a large practice, that they are almost compelled to 
forego their use; they find also that in many cases they get on 
pretty well without the, und thus fall into the habit of neglect- 
ing them, even in those cases where their use is, for purely prac- 
tical reasons, imperative. They thus in course of time dissociate 
themselves from scientific medicine, which they come at last to 
despise. That this conclusion is actually arrived at by a large 
number of practitioners, many of whom do not hesitate to avow 
it, I appeal to the experience of every one; and I think I am not 
wrong in the genesis to which I have attributed it. I have long 
been convinced that this state of things cannot be rectified by the 
earnest and genuine exhortations of teachers. If it could have 
been, it would never have existed. It is the result of too high an 
ideal and the inexorable logic of circumstances. 

The ideas or principles which may, I think, eventually lead to 
an alteration of this unsatisfactory condition may be summed up 
in the term ‘Functional Medicine.” In explanation of this term, 
and of the ideas involved in it, I request your attention to the fol- 
lowing considerations. What I mean by it is this: that when- 
ever we come to treat a case, to prescribe drugs or particular diets, 
rest or action, we should first of all consider what function of the 
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body it is that is improperly performed. To the setting right of 
that function we should address ourselves. It may be, and indeed 
generally is the case that more than one function is (it may be 
several are) astray. We have, then, further to consider whether 
it is possible or convenient to attempt to rectify all these at once; 
and, if not, we have to decide which we should begin with. 


Now this method has several recommendations. Amongst the 
first is, that it is not too high an ideal to be constantly aimed at. 
In a large number of cases it is closely allied to the principle 
which, as I have told you, many persons act upon—namely, the 
treatment of symptoms. Because every symptom of disease arises 
from the imperfect discharge of some function by its appropriate 
organ. Hence it requires only a slightly higher order of thought 
than that which is commonly in vogue. Indeed, many persons 
who profess only to treat symptoms, do rather aim at the treat- 
ment of functions. They misdescribe their principles, and so do 
themselves an injustice. Now, though this admission may indi- 
cate that the principle I am laying down is comparatively wanting 
in novelty, it is strong testimony to its practical utility. Practice 
would be much more imperfect than it is if all those who profess 
to treat symptoms really contented themselves with doingso. For 
this reason: if we treat a symptom merely, we often fail to re- 
move that which causes the symptom. To give an extreme in- 
stance: If aman has a thorn in his hand, and we merely order 
opiates for the relief of the pain thus produced, we are very in- 
adequately treating the disease, though we may be adequately 
treating the symptom. In some cases treatment based upon such 
a principle may actually aggravate the disease. You will remem- 
ber that in my last lecture, which was upon certain urinary de- 
posits, I pointed out to you that lithiuria sometimes produced im- 
potency; and I mentioned to you that persons thus suffering, in 
whom the cause of the disorder had not been recognised, may, 
and are advised to, take tonics and live freely, both of which, and 
particularly the latter, have a direct tendency to aggravate the 
lithiuria, and so to increase the disorder they were intended to 
cure. ‘Treatment of this kind is directed to the symptom—impo- 
tence—because in some such cases depending upon other causes, 
this treatment may be beneficial. If, then, every person who now 
professes to proceed upon the plan of treating symptoms would in 
each case profess to proceed upon the plan of treating functions, 
there would be a great gain to practical medicine. Miscarriages 
of treatment of the class I have pointed out—and they are very 
numerous indeed—would be avoided. Further, this principle 
would bridge over the lamentable chasm which now divides the 
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science and art of medicine. Accomplished pathologists and mor- 
bid anatomists, whose true knowledge of disease has justly led 
them to recognise the incurability of many organic diseases, 
would enhance the benefits they have conferred on mankind if 
they would condescend to rectify those functions of which the ap- 
paratus is not totally disorganized, and thus much misery would 
be averted, and many lives eased and prolonged. On the other 
hand, those who find by experience the limited control which we 
can exercise even over functions, and the extreme difficulty with 
which they can in some instances be influenced, would gladly hail 
any assistance which science might afford them by its most recon- 
dite researches, when these throw any light upon the laws which 
govern the growth of cells, the distribution of the blood, or other 
mysterious acts upon which the discharge of function depends. 


Another advantage is this: persons who got as far as I suggest 
would get further. It is impossible that any of you who have 
paid attention to cases in the hospital, and have watched or assist- 
ed in their investigation, can have failed to be struck by the fact 
that one and the same disorder of a particular function may in 
different cases arise from very different causes. Take, for exam- 
ple, epileptic fits. You have doubtless seen them, in the surgical 
wards, caused by external injury ; in the medical wards, you have 
seen them dependent upon the presence of worms in one case, 
upon disorder of the stomach in another case, and upon other 
causes in other cases. Now, knowing this, and resolving to treat 
not merely a symptom, which in the case of epilepsy is usually 
done by a miscellany of reputed specifics, you would naturally be 
led to examine into the case closely, and discover, if you could, 
the function which was permanently disordered, and the cure of 
which disorder (often lying very deeply hidden) would cure the 
more apparent and prominent phenomena, of which only the pa- 
tient complains. Many cases of epilepsy may in this way be re- 
lieved. And remember this, that any specific must influence 
some function, though we may not know what function is disor- 
dered, still less the organ by which it is performed. In illustra- 
tion of this, take the case of potassic iodide and secondary syph- 
ilis. A man has syphilis, and some time afterwards skin eruption, 
or sore throat, or falling of the hair, or painful swellings, or 
enlarged glands, or albuminuria, or anzemia, or iritis, or dry pleu- 
risy, or simple cachexia, or a combination of these symptoms. 
We give him potassic iodide. The symptoms disappear, and there 
is no evidence that his health is not as perfect as in his pre-syph- 
ilitic period. Twelve months after, some of these symptoms re- 
turn. What do we infer from this? We assume that these symp- 
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toms arise from a poison in the system. If so, there must be 
some organ which manufactures this poison, and for a season 
ceased to do so; or else there must have been some organ which 
for a period ejected the poison from the system, and after a time 
ceased to do so; some organ, therefore, the peculiar function of 
which is deranged. What this organ is we know not—still less in 
what way its healthy action is modified. But the effect of the 
iodic salt has undoubtedly been to restore that function to its nor- 
mal condition, So you see that Functional Medicine perfectly 
well admits of the employment of such a specific, though the dis- 
covery of its powers may have been purely accidental, and its 
methodus medendi be still unknown. Examples of the alteration 
of one function by the disorder of another might be multiplied 
almost infinitely. Take bronchitisonly. Upon what an immense 
variety of causes, direct and indirect, may it not depend. Its 
treatment may or may not be influenced by our knowledge of its 
distant origin. It does not at all follow of necessity that the 
physician who treats it with simple expectorants, after, by minute 
inquiries, discovering many complications, is in error, though you 
may have thought so from my remarks in an early portion of this 
lecture. You see now that, in my opinion, Functional Medicine 
incorporates all the benefits of the imperfect method of symptom- 
treatment, and moreover leads directly on to the recognition and 
employment of the most precise, searching, minute, and scientific 
methods. 

Another great recommendation of Functional Medicine, in my 
eyes, is, that it explains the necessity, and thereby justifies the 
use, of empirical plans and remedies. I will explain what I mean 
by empiricism. We seek to modify the function of the kidney. 
We have but a limited insight into the working of this organ; we 
know that it consists of certain parts, and we know to some ex- 
tent the working of these parts. But we know very imperfectly. 
We find that in a state of health the quantity of the urinary se- 
cretion may be increased in numberless ways. When we come to 
use some of these means in a case of dropsy, where hyperuresis 
would be useful, they totally fail, We cannot tell why this is. 
Or we find that one amongst many succeeds. We can no more tell 
why this is. We only know the fact. Empiricism recognizes this 
imperfection of our knowledge; and it also tells us how best to 
counteract it. Do not persist in the use of a drug which does no 
good, or even possibly does harm, because, judging from some 
data or others, we have to come to the conclusion that it ought to 
do good ; on the other hand, do not cast aside drugs or methods 
which seem to do good, or have done good, in apparently similar 
cases, because, judging from some data or others, they ought not 
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to do good. Many proofs might be given that such a warning as 
this, superfluous as it may appear, is not really so. I will give but 
one. Dr. Bright, who was the chief discoverer of the diseases 
which go by his name, was in the habit of using diuretics in the 
treatment of them. I have always done so, and in many cases 
with signal success. Yet, in spite of this teaching by empiricism, 
their use has been strongly deprecated, because, iedging by cer- 
tain microscopical appearances, diuretics ought to be injurious. 
In treating a case of Bright’s disease, I try to restore the func- 
tion which is most seriously disordered. I find that in many 
cases, not in all, the only way to restore this function to something 
like its proper performance is to use diuretics. 

Functional Medicine leads on a little further in another direc- 
tion. It leads us to anticipate disease, and so to forestall the 
enemy. ‘Thus we find that in the course of certain diseases there 
is special liability to interference with some particular function, 
as in the case of the kidneys in diptheria, Precautions may in 
this instance be readily taken which, though perhaps not infallibly, 
will probably prevent the functions of the kidneys being seriously 
interrupted, and thus we may prevent the very dangerous conse- 
quences which this interruption entail. We can similarly prevent 
scarlatinal dropsy. 

Functional Medicine also justifies, and may therefore restore, 
some old and wise practices which have been submerged under the 
advancing wave of modern science. When it was not well recog- 
nized that many diseases tended naturally to cure themseves, 
methods were adopted for their relief which are now disused, not 
because they have been proved to be wrong in practice, but be- 
cause they became unnecessary in theory. For example, the use 
of a sharp calomel purge at the outset of the exanthemata; once 
universal, is now rarely resorted to; yet the beneficial effects of 
this plan in ordinary cases need not be insisted on to those who 
in their own proper persons have been so treated. But where we 
find, from our knowledge of the natural history of a disease, that 
there is tendency to pernicious diarrhea, as in typhoid, then we 
should either refrain from such treatment, or use it with extreme 
caution. This is another example of anticipation in Functional 
Medicine. Speaking of typhoid calls to my mind another exam- 
ple of the justification of an old treatment by Functional Medi- 
cine. I have never seen any more decided benefit produced by 
any treatment than I have seen, years ago in the Paris hospitals, 
from the application of leeches or cupping over the cecum in cer- 
tain cases of typhoid. Yet typhoid is a disease of debility, and 
we are urged nowadays in cases of debility to ignore all special 
functions and “restore” the patient. How, then, are we to ex- 
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plain the success of this anomalous treatment? Very simply. 
The function restored that part of the mucous membrane the 
disorder of which in the particular cases referred to, had aggra- 
vated the general disorder of the system. In the weakest patient 
it is often better to restore a function the irregularity of which is 
keeping the patient back, than to try to force them into strength 
by stuffing them with food and tonics and stimulants. How often 
do we see an enfeebled and disordered stomach thus overburdened 
and exasperated, instead of soothed by appropriate diet and quiet- 
ing medicines. 

The last consideration which I shall offer you as evidence of 
the propriety of the ideas which I have summed up in the term 
Functional Medicine may not be at first sight one of great prac- 
tical weight. It is, nevertheless, in my estimation, anything but 
trivial. It is that this principle of action is in harmony with the 
latest and highest conceptions of philosophical medicine. To you 
who have probably not been much accustomed to abstract or met- 
aphysical considerations, I may perhaps find a little difficulty in 
conveying my meaning. I will, however, try to do sv in a plain 
and simple manner. What is disease? What do we mean by the 
term? In old times people used to think that a disease was some 
actual entity or thing which had got into the body some way, and 
was there lying hidden and secreted, and was to be cast out. We 
know thut there are a few instances of this kind of thing. For 
example, we know that some disorders depend upon the presence 
of a tapeworm in the intestines, and that to cure them we must 
hunt the worm out of the body. This idea, which we now know 
to be true only in a few specific instances, was at one time general. 
The germ of this idea still runs through a great many of our con- 
ceptions of the nature of disease. ‘his is more particularly the 
case in the pathological conceptions of ill-educated laymen. But 
many traces of it are still to be found amongst ourselves also. It 
is not long since the most illustrious and philosophical of existin 
pathologists has been dealing with this question; and the conclu- 
sion he has come to is that all diseases is disordered function. 
Here, then, I say, is the highest justification for all treatment 
being based upon the principle of restoring disordered functions 
to order, and this it is to which I have ventured to term Func- 
tional Medicine.—Lancet, July 1, 1871, p 4. 
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BroMIDE or Potash FOR HysTERIc GASTRALGIA CONSEQUENT 
Upon Cuance or Lire.—In an interesting case of the peculiar 
pain, of which women so often complain when passing the change 
of life, which they often name as colic, I gave immediate and, I 
think, permanent relief, by the use of Bromide of Potash. This 
first dose (consisting of thirty grains) was given after the attack 
had commenced—it acted like a charm—the after practice con- 
sisted in taking a dose of Bromide at nightfall (as the paroxysms 
usually came on after night.) The lady has never felt a return of 
pain since; she now takes only an occasional dose. For four 
years, I had tried in turn, opiates, mercurials, emetics and ca- 
thartics, without avail. Gro. F. Tayor. 


SutpHurovs Acip LoTIoN IN THE TREATMENT OF CONTUSED 
Wovunns.—Dr. John Balfour states that an extended experience 
has given him great faith in this application. It gives almost in- 
stant relief from pain, controls and greatly restrains suppurative 
action, and, where possible, secures primary union perhaps as effi- 
ciently as carbolic acid. The lotion is of the strength of one in 
twelve; a thin rag (the thinner the better) should be laid over the 
wound, and kept constantly wet for the first thirty-six to forty- 
eight hours. When cold becomes less agreeable, the lotion is 
used tepid, the rag being wetted every twelve hours and covered 
with gutta percha. Where primary union is taking place, about 
the third or fourth day, a dressing of zinc ointment is to be sub- 
stituted for the washing: this allows the skin to heal. When 
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suppuration is established, a zine lotion may be used after a week 
or ten days, and the cure wrought out on ordinary principles. Dr. 
Balfour records the following, amongst other cases :—S. B., a lad 
between eleven and twelve years of age, on the 8th of June, in 
company with some Other boys, was amusing himself with gun- 
powder; a ‘* Peeoge” (or devil) hung fire, and he poured some 
powder on it from the flask. This of course exploded, and tore 
open the metacarpal space between the thumb and forefinger of 
the right hand. ‘The metacarpal bone of the thumb was fractur- 
ed, and both wrists scorched. A mass of the short flexors of the 
thumb was forced out of the wound, contused, torn and blackened. 
As this muscular substance was much injured and could not be re- 
turned without using undue force, a good deal of it was cut off; 
the wound was washed out with the sulphurous acid lotion, cover- 
ed with a rag wet with the same, and the fracture was kept in 
position by tying the thumb to the forefinger. Had a fair night’s 
rest; the wrists (not complained of yesterday) now painful and 
beginning to vesicate ; dressed with carbolic acid and oil, Lvery- 
thing went on well, and the burns on the wrists healed kindly, 
suppuration was most moderate, cicatrization rapid and perfect. 
Dr. Balfour lately passed the boy into a public work, with a 
thumb very little, if it all, the worse for the accident.—Ldin- 
burgh Medical and Surgical Journal, Nov. ’T1 


For GaAstRALGIaA.—Prof. C. C. Cox recommends the follow- 
ing: 
R.—Tinct. Opii, 
Tinct. Capsici, 
AMther Sulphi, 
Tinct. Camphori, . ; ; - a2 dr. iij, 
Chloroformi, ‘ . : ' j dr. j.—M. 
&. Teaspoonful, pre re nata. 
The efficacy of the above is much increased if taken in a wine- 
glass of hot ginger tea. 


Strmucatina Hypopermic Insections 1n Typnorp Fever.— 

We find in the Gazette Hebdomadaire of June 16th, some ac- 
count of a novel mode of treatment adopted by a German physi- 
cian in the collapse of typhoid fever. The subjects were Prus- 
sian soldiers, who, during the siege of Paris, suffered from 
typhoid of extremely ataxic type, with feeble heart-movement, 
small and irregular pulse, cyanosis, cold extremeties, and general 
collapse. Dr. Zuelzer, observing the resemblance to the choleric 
condition, in which he had derived good results from stimulating 
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hypodermic injections, determined to try the same method, and 
accordingly injected into each of the four extremities ten drovs 
sulphuric ether, with five drops ‘anisated ammoniacal solution.” 
“The results were remarkable. The pulse, before small and ir- 
regular, became full and strong; the contractions of the 
heart, which had been feeble and irregular, became energetic and 
regular ; its impulse, before imperceptible, was now well marked. 
Frequently, after one or two injections, the cyanosis and collapse 
vanished, This plan has the additional advantage of gaining time 
for other treatment. Small abscesses are formed at the places of 
puncture, but they are of no importance.” 


For Levcuorru@as.— 


R.—Extracti Hyosciami, . ° . Gr. 5. 
Argenti Nitratis, ° : : . gr. X. 
Cantharidis pulv., ° : . - gt. xij. 
Quiniz Disulphatis, ° . . scru. ij.—M. 


ft. pil. no, 40. 
S. One morning and night. 


These are highly recommended by an intelligent and experi- 
enced practitioner in the treatment of leuchorrhcea, occurring in 
anemic and nervous females. 


PessARY FOR OFFENSIVE UTERINE DiscHarGEes.—We under- 
stand that Dr. John Day, of Geelong, has recently been using 
with great advantage a new kind of pessary as a means of re- 
moving the offensive odour given off in certain uterine diseases, as 
cancer, etc. These pessaries are made by gently melting cocoa 
butter, and then adding to it ozonic ether in the proportion of a 
drachm of the latter to an ounce of the former. ‘he addition 
of about one-eighth part of white wax will give greater solidity 
to the mass, and in hut weather seems an improvement. Each 
pessary should weigh about a drachm and a half. The mass thus 
prepared retains its active agent, the peroxide of hydrogen, for 
a month or longer, as may be readily proved by scraping a few 
fine shaving from a pessary on a drop of blood or pus lying on a 
piece of white paper, then folding the paper, and holding it be- 
tween the forefinger and thumb for a minute or two, so as to dis- 
solve the cocoa butter, and lastly adding a drop of tincture of 
guaiacum (oxidized if pus is used), when a blue reaction will at 
once take place.—British Med, Journ., Oct. 28, 1871. 
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ConsTANT GALVANIC CURRENT IN TREATMENT OF NEURALGIA.— 
1. The first case occurred to a well-known merchant in Manches- 
ter. He was forty years old, and came to me on the 15th of June 
last, with intense frontal neuralgia, which had lasted a fortnight. 
It was most severe in the supraorbital branches of frontal nerve. 
Five minutes’ gentle application of the continuous current by 
means of small wet sponges attached to small conical conductors 
sufficed to cure him of his torment on the spot, and it never re- 
turned. “I wish,” he said the next day to me, “I had known 
you a fortnight ago. I should have had a very different Whit- 
week to what I have had !”’ 


II. The second case I shall mention occurred in a young lady, 
a governess with a leading merchant’s family in this neighborhood. 
She had intense neuralgia of the left side of the face, which she 
attributed to the partial extraction of a tooth ten days before. I 
applied the current as in the last case, but with slender hopes of 
relieving her. One application, however, completely freed her from 
pain for a fortnight; and then she returned with it again, when a 
similar application effectually removed it, and there has been no 
return. 

III. My third case occurred on the 4th of this present October, 
to a valued female servant of an old patient of mine. She was a 
girl twenty-four years of age, and had been suffering from facial 
neuralgia of both sides for three months. For two nights pre- 
viously to coming to me, she had been compelled to get up from 
bed and come down stairs and spend the night awake, and in great 
agony. Five minutes’ application cured one side of the face, and 
a second five minutes’ application cured the other, and then, to 
my surprise, ‘tired Nature’s sweet restorer” overwhelmed the 
poor girl, and she fell fast asleep in her chair at my house. And 
here, again, there has been not the slightest attempt at return of 
pain. 

These three cases have been selected from the records of my 
practice in the use of electrics during the last two years in the 
cure of disease to illustrate the truly marvelous power which the 
constant galvanic current has over pain. ‘The battery used in all 
three was Weiss’s, sometimes known as Foveaux’s. I used about 
eight cells of this splendid battery, with very small sponges (about 
as large as would fill the end of a thimble) soaked in warm water, 
and fixed, as I have just said, to those small conical electrodes 
which are used for the localization of the current in paralysis of 
the interossei and lumbricales muscles. I applied them to the 
‘part where the pain was, keeping them about one inch apart from 
veach other. I moved them about, but did not remove them, or ei- 
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ther of them, from the skin for about two minutes. I tlien rested 
for one minute, and applied them again for two minutes more. If 
the pain had not been removed I saould have gone on for another 
five minutes. But as soon as the pain ceases in a case of neural- 
gia I make it a rule immediately to discontinue the application. 
In each of these cases I directed the patient to come daily for a 
repetition of the operation. But, happily, there was no need for 
this.—Joseph Stead, M. R. C. 8S. £., Medical Press and Circular. 


SLEEPLESSNESS occurring in hypochondria, hysteria, and indeed, 
in all nervous affections, may be overcome with great certainty by 
the administration of the following pills : 


R.—Assafeetide, ° ‘ ° ; . Gr. 3. 
Morph. Sulphatis, . ; ‘ , . gr. ij.—M. 
ft. pil. no. 30. 
S. One or two at bed time. 
They are very effecacious in arresting the dry cough which is 
occasionally consequent on disordered menstruation in nervous fe- 
males. 


CHLOROFORM IN LaBor.—Dr. Graily Hewitt, in the Obstetrical 
Society of London (Medical Press and Circular) uttered the fol- 
lowing language: ‘‘ We have come (some of us, at all events,) to 
recognize the fact that chloroform has a tendency to make labor 
lingering ; that it sometimes enfeebles the uterus, and may thus 
cause hemorrhage. This tendency it is proposed to do away with, 
by diluting the chloroform by mixture of alcohol or other vapors, 
or by accurate mixture with air. Dr. Sansom has pointed out 
the great liability to the inhalation of poisonously high percenta- 
ges of chloroform at high temperatures, unless proper care be ex- 
ercised. Mr. Ellis has given us new inhalers for effecting such 
mixtures. The general conclusion I take to be, that in ordinary 
midwifery practice, the anzsthetic should be diluted; that it 
should not be given to produce the full effect, and that in all cases, 
rather excessive precautions against hemorrhage are required 
when chloroform is given.— Virginia Clinical Record. 


CuLoRAL IN URINo-GeniTARY Disgases.—In incontinence of 
urine, Dr. W. Thomson has recorded two cases of long duration 
which were rapidly cured by chloral (Lancet, Nov. 19, 1870,) and 
Dr. Bradbury has met with similar success. Dr. Bradbury also 
recommends it, and has been successful in the treatment of noc- 
turnal incontinence of semen. In both these affections he consid- 
ers chloral to possess marked advantages over balladonna.— Med. 
Surg. Journal. 
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PRESERVATION OF Trnct. Kino From GELATINIZING.—Dr. J. 
W. Wood, in the American Journal of Piarmacy, says: 

Among all our tinctures perhaps there is not one so liable to de- 
teriorate by exposure or by long keeping as tincture of kino, made 
in accordance with the U. 8S. Pharmacopeia. Its well known 
property of gelatinizing in a short time—a property which yet 
remains to be investigated, it being thereby rendered inert—pre- 
cludes it from being as extensively used as its virtues would seem 
to warrant. This property renders it inadmissible when we de- 
sire a reliable tincture to prepare it in large quantities. 

The pharmacopeeia formerly directed it to be prepared with di- 
lute alcohol as the menstruum ; but later it was thought to be 
of advantage to increase the proportion of alcohol to two-thirds, 
yet it is doubtful if there was much gained by this change. 

I would therefore submit the following mode of preparation, 
which I consider, from the experience I have had, will meet with 
the desired end, and up to the present time results do not seem to 
disprove it. It is as follows :— 

R.—Kino, in fine powder, ‘ ; ‘ oz. 1}. 
Alcohol, 835, fl. ‘ ; ' , oz. 8. 
Aque, fl. ‘ , ° ‘ . oz. 4. 
Glycerine, fl. , ‘ ‘ ‘ , oz. 4. 

Mix the alcohol, water and glycerine together, and having 
mixed the kino with an equal bulk of clean sand, place the mix- 
ture in a percolatur and pour on the menstruum. 

This menstruum seems to thoroughly exhaust the drug of its 
astringent principle, and also makes a nice-looking preparation. 

Some which I made on the sixteenth day of July, 1870, was 
exposed to the influence of the atmosphere, the stopper of the 
bottle containing it having been removed for several months, so 
that it had evaporated to at least two-thirds ; yet it remains as 
good as when freshly made, without any apparent tendency to 
gelatinize. 

The menstruum might be somewhat modified, perhaps, with ad- 
vantage ; as, for instance, by using proportionally less alcohol 
and more glycerine and water, or vice versa. At any rate, I will 
give it for what it is worth, adding at the same time the sugges- 
tion—and it is only a suggestion—that the same menstruum be 
employed in preparing tinct. catechu, which, though not so liaole 
to gelatinize as tinct. kino, yet sometimes does so. 


Bettapona LocaLty APPLIED IN OrcHITIS AND OrueER In- 
FLAMMATIONS.—Dr. S. D. Turney, in the American Practitioner, 
states that he has for sixteen years used belladonna as a local ap- 
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plication in orchitis, and that in twenty-four hours there is usually 
entire relief, and the patient may leave his room, after having ap- 
plied a suspensory bandage. The same remedy is also very effi- 
cacious in inflamed breasts. The formula is as follows: 


R.—Extract of belladonna, ; , ‘ dr. 1. 
Glycerole of starch, , > « « es 
Mix and rub thoroughly over the scrotum and along the affected 
cord every three or four hours. 


LocaL APPLICATION OF THE LEAVES OF DATuRA STRAMONIUM. 
—In the Revue do Therapeut. Medico-Chirurg. for Nov. 15, 1871, 
Felix Neucourt praises cataplasms made of the leaves of Datura 
Stramonium as of great service in various inflammations, detailing 
a number of cases in wh‘ch he found them very useful. These 
cases comprised acute intestinal inflammation, acute and chronic 
phlebitis, phlegmonous, muscular rheumatism, arthritis of the 
great toe, and inflammation of the vulva. The cataplasm should 
be applied immediately over the affected part, and be changed 
about three times a day. 

In a case of cardiac dropsy the application of a cataplasm of 
stramonium to the abdomen produced, after eight hours, diarrhoea 
and profuse diuresis, with subsequent relief to the anasarca. In 
inflammatory cases the relief was most marked when the catap- 
lasms were applied early. In no case were symptoms of mydri- 
asis or narcotic intoxication induced. 


For Menorzuacia.—Prof. Barker recommends the following : 
R.—Acidi gallici, 

Acaciz, pulv. ‘ ; ‘ ‘ aa dr. ij. 

Syrupi Tolutan, 

Aque font . . . |. aa f, oz. ij.—M. 
S. Teaspoonful, a dose. 


CuorEA.—In a paper on chorea read before Medical Library 
and Journal Association of New York, (Medical Record) Dr. J. 
Lewis Smith, in referring to the treatment of this disorder, says : 

Of the milder nervines the one which has the highest reputation 
among the French physicians is va/erian ; and, from the evidence 
adduced in its favor, there can be no doubt that it exerts a very 
beneficial influence upon the milder forms of the disease. Assa- 
fetida also deserves attention. 

In the severest and most obstinate cases, where there are not 
only congestion but also dilation of vessels, emboli, thrombi, and 
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softening, the mineral astringents, especially the oxide and sul- 
phate of zine, may be employed. Dr. Hammond thinks that zine 
is probably more used in this country than any other single rem- 
edy; he has himself employed it with good results in gradually 
increasing doses, from two or three grains up to twenty or thirty, 
three times a day. But the sulphate is so acrid and disagreeable 
that it should be used only in the above-mentioned cases. 

It is rudely estimated that the proportion of cases of cerebral 
chorea varies from one-fourth to one third of the whole. The 
number of the rheumatic cases is nearly equal. The diagnosis of 
these latter is not very difficult, although it requires some nicety. 
It is well to remember that those cases in which rheumatism is 
rather latent than manifest are most apt to be attended with heart 
disease ; that aneemic heart-murmurs should not be mistaken for dis- 
ease of the valves; that chorea of the papillary muscles may pro- 
duce such temporary changes in the shape of the auriculo-ventri- 
cular openings that a transient regurgitant murmur may be heard; 
that some pains and swellings of the joints may be caused by the 
muscular exertion alone; and that the urine may become so sat- 
urated and dense from the wear and tear of the muscular and 
nervous systems, as to resemble the urine of rheumatism. With 
all these precautions, some cases of rheumatic valvular disease will 
escape notice, for the auricular surfaces of the valves only may be 
roughened and no murmur may be produced. 

In the rheumatic cases single doses of calomel may be used as 
purgatives when the bowels are const'pated and the evacuations 
light in color. Subsequently Rechell salt may be relied upon. 
The alkalies and aconite and colchicum are also good remedies ; 
but actea racemosa (cimicifuga) is our main reliance. This rem- 
edy, as stated by Dr. Smith, is mainly depended upon in Phila- 
delphia, and usually it is tried in all cases indiscriminately. It is 
employed in large doses up to half a pint of the decoction (oz i. 
ad aq. Oi.) per day. | 

The spinal cases may often be detected by the tenderness over 
the spine, and for these the ether spray has been decreed to be the 
best remedy. Dr. Hammond says bis success has been unequivo- 
cal when the atomized ether has been thrown upon the whole 
spine, from the occiput to the sacrum, for ten minutes every day 
—a cure being generally affected in two weeks. 

The reflex cases come from various sources, the most numerous 
being due to the irritation of second dentition, worms, constipa- 
tion, difficult establishment of menstruation, pregnancy, sexual 
irritation, and Onanism. The bromide of potassium for dental and 
sexual irritation is the best remedy. Vermifuges, such as santonin, 
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turpentine, injections of quassia, for ascarides, etc., will suggest 
themselves to every mind. 

In that very large class of cases which arise from a peculiar 
irritable debility of the great motor tract, from the corpora striata, 
through the spinal cord, to the very terminations of the motor 
nerves in the muscles, strychnine is the most important remedy. 
It is one of the best tonics to the motor centres, nerves, and mus- 
cles, and exerts an alterative action on many nervous and muscu- 
lar affections: still it is decidedly wrong to use it —— in 
all cases of chorea. 

In the anzmic cases the preparations of zron are, of course, the 
most suitable medicines. They may be combined with conium in 
some instances where the muscular action is very great, and with 
aloes when there is constipation or amenorrhcea. But it is unsci- 
entific to rely upon iron in all cases, as has been done by Elliot- 
son and others. 

Arsenic is a nervous tonic, acting, according to Handfield Jones, 
on both the cerebro spinal and the organic system, increasing 
their functional power, and preventing congestion by contracting 
the vessels, especially those of the skin and uterus; similarly it 
is found to reduce an undue supply of blood to the spleen and 
bronchi, and it may act in the same way upon the vessels of the 
nervous centres. It may cure chorea and asthma by acting as a 
tonic of nerves of nervous centres which are weak and unduly ex- 
citable. Hence we need not wonder that arsenic enjoys a high 
reputation in the treatment of chorea; but, like the other reme- 
dies, it must not be regarded as a general specific for all cases. 

Finally, in a small number of cases there is pain the head, with 
signs of cerebral congestion, and even of meningitis. It is to this 
class only that tartar-emetic, so highly lauded by West, is appli- 
cable. 

Proper diet, cod-liver oil, and the phosphates, the tepid or cool 
plunge or shower-bath, are almost necessary adjuncts. 


For Diarra@a.— 


R.—Tinct. camphore, : ; ’ f. oz iss. 
Tinet. capsici, . ‘ } . ff. oz. 8s. 
Spiriti ee com., 

Tinct. opii., ‘ aa f. oz. j.—M. 


S. 20 to 80 drops pro re » nata. 


This is highly recommended both in the milder forms of 
diarrhoea and in the early diarrhoeal stage of epidemic cholera, by 
Dr. Horace Green, of New York. 
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Tue Use or Iron 1n Scartetina.—Dr. Russell Aldridg (Brit- 
ish Medical Journal, August 1?,) draws the attention of the pro- 
fession to the use of iron in scarlatina. He has given it for the 
past two years with great success ; so much so as to induce him to 
believe that in it we have a powerful remedial agent for that dis- 
ease. He has found, if it be given as soon as the disease makes 
its appearance, that not only does it shorten and lessen the se- 
verity of the attack, but it also fortifies the patient against the 
after-consequences—dropsy, &c. The form which he has mostly 
used has been the liquor of pernitrate of iron, in syrup or glycer- 
ine, in doses of ten minims every three hours for children of from 
one to six years, increasing, according to age, to fifteen, twenty- 
five, or thirty minims. During convalescence, he has given cit- 
rate of iron and quinine, ammonio-citrate of iron, or syrup of 
phosphate of iron, according to circumstances. This, with the 
exception of warm fomentations to the neck in cases of scarlatina 
anginosa, is all the treatment he has adopted.—Washville Medical 
Journal. 


DIAPHORETIC AND ExpPEcTORANT MixturE.—The following was 
touch used .by the late Prof. Sam’l H. Dickson, in pneumonia, 
croup, bronchitis, ete. : 


R.—Ipecac. pulv. ; ‘ ‘ + oe 
Infus. Rad. serpentaria, , : 0Z. Vj. 
Tinct. opii camph., ‘ , ‘ f. dr. ij.—M. 


S. Teaspoonful, pro re nata. 


InunctTion oF Newty-Born InFANntTs.—At a recent meeting 
of the Lynn Medical Society, Mass., Dr. Nye spoke of the man- 
agement of the child after birth, and reported one case which 
died of too long exposure in being washed, and another that was 
chilled and livid, but was saved by the hot bath. He recommends 
that the child be covered with lard and wiped, no water being 
used. In two recent cases we have substituted inunction tor wash- 
ing of the infants, not only at the time of birth, but long subse- 
quently with manifest advantage. Fresh lard was used, and 
seemed to both protect and nourish the children, as they were very 
healthy and grew finely.— Zhe Medical Cosmos. 


INTESTINAL OBSTRUCTION FROM ACCUMULATION OF FA&cES 
CuRED BY THE INTERNAL AND ExTeRNAL Use or Icr.—M. 
Prunac reports (L’Abeille Medicale, December 25; from Le Ga- 
zette des Hopitaux) a case in which urgent symptoms of inte*tinal 
obstruction, dependent upon this cause, yielded to the application 
of ice to the abdomen, and to injections of ice-water every quar- 
ter of an hour, after having resisted the more usual methods of 
treatment. 
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HyPERZSTHESIA OF THE THROAT.—In a case of this malady 
Dr. C. Handfield Jones ordered twenty grains of muriate of am- 
monia with ten minims of mixture of belladonna in water every 
four hours, hot fomentations to the neck, and aconite liniment. 
She also had immediately fifteen minima of chlorodyne, which 
gave her two hours’ sleep; and at 9 P. M. he found her decidedly 
better, though she hada good deal of strange pain, hardly de- 
scribable, on both sides of her head. The dose of chlorodyne 
was repeated at 10 P. M., and in the course of the night she had 
fifteen grains of chloral; but she was in high fever and delirium 
all night long. The room seemed whirling round; she felt as if 
she must get up and go out—as if she should fly. She saw nun- 
bers of persons in the room, with great heads and little bodies. 

At 9.80 A. M. on the 10th, when he saw her, her throat was 
much better; she took some toast. The catamenia had re- 
appeared, which had stopped, after a day of normal continuance, 
on September 3d. He ordered a drachm of tincture of cinchona 
flava four times a day. On the 11th the throat was much better ; 
she had still dyseesthesiz about the head, and a large patch of 
urticarious erythema had appeared about each elbow. On the 
12th she was so well as to call on me and take her leave before 
setting out for the North. She had sweated copiously the pre- 
ceding night, had a good deal of eruption on the legs and thighs, 
but made no complaint of her throat. The attendant neuralgia, 
the peculiar distress, the nocturnal delirium, the urticaria, and the 
“ Juvantia,” all go to prove the neurotic character of the disorder, 
and that it was no common sore throat, but one where the hy- 
peresthetic greatly predominated over the imflammatory element. 
The abrupt cessation of the catamenial flow may have had to do 
with the supervention of the disorder; but I think the most in- 
fluential factor was influenza. 


EMMENOGOGUE.— 


R.—Fervi Sulphatis, . ° . ‘ dr. iss. 
PMR EOM ke oe te ety tle 
Tinct. Cardamon, 

‘Gyr. Ge, .  »« «. «+. .», ef of i 
Aque font., ae ; f. oz ij.—M. 
S.—Tablespoonful three times a day. 


Of this Horace Green remarks: ‘‘ In. cases of suspended men- 
struation, attended with headache, and with pains in the pelvic 
regions, the above preparation may be advantageously adminis- 
tered.” 
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Ipecac Enemata 1N Dysentery.—Dr. H. V. Ferrell (Clinic) 
says : 

In July and August, 1870, during an epidemic of that disease 
in this section I treated thirteen cases of acute dysentery; the 
first and second in the usual manner. The first recovered, the 
second, a child, et 18 mo., died. ‘The third and fourth, parents 
of the child (their other child had already died of the disease un- 
der the common treatment by another physician), were treated with 
lead and opium till I thought they too would die, when I decided 
to use ipecac. It was administered as follows: 

R.—Pulv. Ipecac. : : : ‘ @r. i. 

Mucilag. Acacie, .  . ~ + 0% Vii—M. 

Give as enema. 

This was repeated three times a day for three days, when a com- 
plete cure was effected. In another case, male et 40, its benefits 
were even more strikingly displayed. 

Of the thirteen cases, two were treated without ipecac; one re- 
covered and one died ; three were evidently saved by it after the 
most approved treatment had entirely failed. In the remaining 
eight cases it was used early and alone, and in none did any symp- 
toms arise betokening great danger. 

In July last I treated Mrs. I., widow, set about 50, for sporadic 
dysentery. Ipecac was administered per enema, and she made a 
hasty recovery—in her case, to relieve the excessive tormina, gtt. 
xv. fl. ext. hyosciami were added and had the desired effect. 

Dr. Jessup gives 10 gr. of the powder with dr. ss. tr. opii in 
02. ii. arrow root decoc. or mucilage three times a day. I have 
never given to an adult less than 60 gr. ‘of the powder and in 
oz. vi. mucilage acacia or slippery elm which is as good, and can 
often be obtained when others cannot. 


For GreneraL ANASARCA ATTENDED WITH DEBILITY — 


R.—Juniperi fructi, . , ° 02. ij. 
Potass. nitrat., ‘ ‘ . (0%. 88. 
Vini albi, . ‘ ; ‘ O ij.—M. 
Macerate 20 hours. 

8. Two tablespoonfuls twice a day. 


QurinInE IN Pyeumonta.—Dr. Terrell, of Henrico county Vir- 
ginia, isin the habit of treating pneumonia with large doses of 
quinine, and says that he has seen as much benefit (in a curative 
way) from this plan of treatment as from any medicine in any 
disease. It shortens the attack, and the earlier it is resorted to 
the better. He regards quinine as a great equalizer of the circu- 
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lation, and, acting upon the nerves which control the circulation, 
it is necessarily anti-congestive. Some physicians, he remarks, 
admit its beneficial effects in typhoid pneumonia, or when there is 
a remittent tendency, or malarial complication in any form; but 
he makes no discrimination, giving it in all cases, in large doses, 
for its sedative and anti-congestive powers. For the diarrhea 
which sometimes supervenes in the progress of an attack of pnen- 
monia, he has found nothing better than a few grains of tannin, 
in combination with the quinine for arresting it.—J/ed. Record. 


Pit. FoR DYSMENORRH@A.— 


R.—Extracti Belladonnz, gr. viij. 
Camphori pulv. . ‘ : pit dregs 
Quiniz Disulphatis, . ¥ ? . . Ser. ij.—M. 

Ft. pil. No. 30. 

These pills are very effective in the treatment of dysmenorrhea. 
One pill may be exhibited every hour or two till the pain ceases. 
In females of a nervous temperament, when painful menstruation 
occurs, independent of organic lesions, these pills administered as 
above directed, seldom fail to afford relief. In those cases, where 
a tonic is indicated, the following are more appropriate, and are 
equally efficaceous : 

R.—Extracti Belladonne, . ‘ ee 

Ipecac pulv, : : ; gr. X. 
Zinci Sulphatis, . ‘ . dr. ss—M. 
Ft. pil. No. 30. 
S.—One every hour. Tiorack GREEN. 


Hyprer2&stHEsia OF Stomacu.—Dr. C. Handfield Jones says: 


In the hyperesthesia of pregnancy, the influence of reflex 
irritation is evident. Nitrate of silver is a really valuable reme- 
dy in cases where pain is distressing; and, as it need only be 
given for a short time, you run no risk of spoiling your patient's 
complexion. It may be seconded, however, or replaced, very fre- 
quently, by subcutaneous opiates. I have employed them myself 
with the best effects. Dr. Clifford Allbut writes strongly in their 
praise. One of his cases was that of a merchant who regarded 
himself as a hopeless dyspeptic, dreaded his meals, and especially 
his nights. He was cured (at least for the time) by one-fifth of a 
grain of morphia subcutaneously at 3 P. M. and 104 P. M., fol- 
lowed by rest, during ten days, with one-fourth of a grain at 
night only for ten days more. I prefer myself to make these in- 
jections at the epigastrium, but this is not necessary. When the 
hyperzesthesia expresses itself in immediate vomiting without se- 
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yere pain, I have great faith in strychnia, administered in doses 
of one-twentieth of a grain in not more than half an ounce of 
water. Let me cite the following instance: A slight-made female, 
aged twenty-two, married four months, subject to indigestion, and 
weakened by a miscarriage, was brought to me with severe sick- 
ness of ten days’ duration, no food having been retained the last 
three. I gave her, in my room, one-twentieth of a grain of 
strychnia, and made her lie down. After she had retched a few 
times ineffectually, she became much better, ‘‘ did not feel at all 
sick,” and took successively four teaspoonfuls of milk before she 
left. I saw her again in ten days, when she was greatly better, 
had only been sick once, and was able to take chicken. 


LAXATIVE PILL.— 

R.—Ext. aloes pulv., ‘ ° 02. 83. 
Gambogie, : ‘ ‘ dr. j. 
Rhei pulv. ° . ‘ dr. ss. 
Olei cinnamon, ‘ a) ae 

Make 120 pills. 

The above is the favorite laxative pill of a distinguished lec- 

turer and practitioner. 


Laxative Mrxture.—Prof. Lindsly says the best remedy he 
has ever tried in habitual constipation, is to take a half drachm 
of epsom salts, dissolved in half a pint of water—adding ten 
drops of Elixer of Vitriol—one hour before breakfast. The 
may be smaller the dose the better, provided it will operate. It 
may be taken for weeks till a cure is effected. 


Ercotrn Usep HypoDERMICALLY IN Hamoptysis.—Dr. 0. 
C. Ritchie, Manchester, England, in speaking of the hypodermic 
use of ergotin in hemoptysis, says: 

Ihave adopted it in eight cases with success; a solution of five 
grains of ergotin in ten minims of distilled water was employed, 
except in one case, in which unusual irritation was produced by it ; 
I therefore substituted a solution (prepared according to Langen- 
beck’s formula) of three grains of ergotin, in equal parts of gly- 
cerine and rectified spirit, which produced very little irritation. 


Cuiteuains.—M. W. E. Schaller says that the fluid concen- 
trated chloride of iron is an unfailing remedy for chilblains, its 
application to them for a single day effecting a cure. It may 
also be used with advantage for frostbites.— Wrener Medizinische 
Wochenschrift. 
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HyPERASTHESIA OF THE Testis, Dr. C. H. Jones says, is a 
very distressing neurosis; it reacts very injuriously upon the 
mind, and has in several instances induced sufferers to insist on 
the removal of the affected organ, which in three cases was found 
healthy by Sir A Cooper. He considers it of centric origin; but 
it may be of reflex peripheral origin, as in the following case. 
A. C. aged 28, was admitted Nov. 13th, 1870. He was in good 
health until five days previously, when he was suddenly taken with 
pain in the left testis; it was severe, and the testes began to 
swell. In a day or two the right became painful also. These 
symptoms were succeeded by pain in the loins and head. The 
pain now affected him only when he stood up, or when the testes 
were pressed. There was very little swelling of either testis, 
He had some tenderness of the hypogastric region, and a good 
deal of straining at stool. He had no sleep at night. Temper- 
ature 103.5 deg.; pulse 80. He had thirst and anorexia. On 
the 15th he experienced a kind of tearing sensation at both ex- 
ternal abdominal rings, going down into the testes. On the 16th 
the temperature was 97.2 deg.; pulse 60, weak. The bowels had 
not been open since admission. His extremities became very cold 
the previous night; and he then became very hot and burning, 
and afterwards perspired profusely. He could not stand without 
support ; the room and everything appeared to turn round. with 
him. His testes were small, soft, very tender when touched, and 
the pain shot up along the cords. The bowels were now well 
opened with castor oil, and afterwards an opium suppository of 
one grain was intruduced. The testes ceased to be painful about 
four hours after the bowels acted, before he had the suppository. 
On the 17th day they bore handling well ; he was also less giddy, 
could walk, but not very steadily. He had no pain anywhere. 
He was now taking tincture of cinchona and carbonate of iron, 
and by the 23d was getting quite well. The hypersesthsia and 
pain of the testes in this instance were mainly dependent on the 
irritation caused by feces in the lower bowel; but the action of 
this cause was probably much promoted by the existence of influ- 
enza enfeebling the nervous system. 


For Curoic BroncuItTIs.— 


R.—Decoe. Polygale, : ; ‘ 02. V. 
Potass. Iodid., . ° ‘ . dr. iij. 
Tr. opii camphor, ; . + ae 
Syrupi Tolutan, . ° . ff. on ij.—M. 


8. Teaspoonful twice a day. 
This is highly recommended. 
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HyrERASTHESIA OF THE Heart.—Dr. C. H. Jones says: 

A belladonna plaster is a remedy that generally does good ser- 
vice, and is to be preferred, I think, in most cases, to the subcu- 
taneous opiate, which, in two cases where I tried it, produced 
more syncope than was at all agreeable to witness. Dr. Clifford 
Allbutt, however, assures us that subcutaneous injection of mor- 
phia in small doses, is very valuable in so-called irritable heart, 
whether this be due to weakness of the organ or instability of its 
nerves. ‘The first dose administered in this way should not exceed 
one-tenth of a grain. 


HyPeRa&STHESIA OF THE RectuM.—Of this condition Dr. C. 
H. Jones remarks : 

A sort of diarrhoea which I have occasionally met with, in 
elderly persons, seems to me attributable with much probability 
to hypereesthesia of the mucous lining of the rectum. The feces 
appear natural enough in all respects; but the lower bowel is in- 
tolerant of their presence, and, in a fidgety, petulant manner, in- 
sists on expelling them much more frequently than is at all con- 
venient. Belladonna has appeared to me of some service in this 
condition of things, and still more, perhaps, cold sponging of the 
anus directly after defecation. 


GLANDULAR SWELLINGS.—-Few remedies will be found more 
eflicacious for promoting the absorption of glandular swellings 
in the neck, or those of other parts of the body, than the fullow- 
ing: 


R.—TIodini, . ° . . ger. 
Potass. Iodid., ‘ ‘ ‘ Cag 
Liquor potass., . ‘ F o' omy 
Syr. Sarsa., . . ff. on iij—M. 


S. Tablespoonful twice a day.—Horace GREEN. 


Urticarra.—The following is the treatment of uticaria recom- 
mended by the Journal des Connassances Medicales: Alkaline 
baths of bicarbonate of soda (300 to 500 grammes), lotions: of 
vinegar and water (one part of vinegar to three of water), to be 
applied to the affected region with a sponge when the itching and 
tingling are excessive. Prurigo, as well as uticaria, yields usually 
to three or four baths made of 20 grains of corrosive sublimate 
dissolved in 100 grammes of alcohol at 90 deg. C., to which 300 
grammes of distilled water is added. This mixture is put into 
water extraordinarily used for a bath. Acidulated drinks should 
be used during the treatment. Meats and —, containing 
nitrogen, such as cabbage, should be avoided.— Zhe Doctor, Nov./1. 
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TrpHorp Fever TREATED WITH StRycunra.—Dr. John E. 
Owen (Medical Record August 15) says “that during the last 
four years, both in hospital and private practice, milk and the acid 
and strychnia mixture have been administered to patients with 
typhoid fever with success. The mixture is prepared as follows: 


R.—Acid. sulph. arom., . ' { dr iij. 
Strychniz sulph., : ‘ i gr 7 
Syrup. simpli., ‘ ‘ ‘ ° oz v.—M. 


Dose, a tablespoonful. 


There is one noticeable feature in cases treated by strychnia— 
viz., the dry, brown tongue soon becomes moist, and remains so 
during the treatment; this is effected, he believes, mainly through 
the agency of strychnia, by increasing the nutritive and assimila- 
tive functions of the system. 


New OPERATION FOR THE CURE OF VARIOCSE VeINS.—Mr. 
Stekes has bees recently treating varicose veins on a plan which 
was suggested to him by Sir Dominic Corrigan. It occurred to 
Sir Dominic that as hemorrhoidal tumors are, as a rule, so suc- 
cessfully treated by the application of strong nitric acid, the ap- 
plication of this acid to varicose veins in other situations would 
probubly be attended with equally good results. Ina case which 
is still under observation in the Richmond Hospital, this plan of 
treatment has been attended with the happiest results. ‘The pa- 
tient is a young man, aged 21, and was admitted into the hospital 
onthe 15th of last month. He had a varicose tumor, of the size 
of a small orange, on the inner aspect of the middle third of the 
right leg. It had existed for seven years. He suffered also from 
a large varicose ulcer, which existed over the inner ankle of the 
same leg; and there was also a second tumor, formed of a cluster 
of varicose veins, in the right groin. Mr. Stokes performed the 
operation in the following way. Pressure having been made above 
and below the tumor, the integuments were raised from the tumor, 
and an incision, by transfixion, was made over the veins, The 
fuming nitric acid was then applied to the external coats of the 
veins. No pain attended this application. On the following day 
the contents of the tumor appeared solidified at the base ; and the 
acid was again applied. The process of solidification then went 
on rapidly, the tumor at the same time decreasing in size. A 
week after the operation, some coagulated blood appeared at the 
site of the operation: and the following day a portion of the vein 
came away. This was followed by a slight local inflammation ; 
which, however, after a few days, quite subsided. The wound was 
then for some days dressed with tinct. benzoin co. and glycerine; 
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and it rapidly healed, as did also the ulcer; and the large varicose 
tumor in the groin entirely disappeared.—British Medical Jour- 
nal, May 28, 1871, p. 550.—Braithwaite’s Retrospect. 


Some oF THE Iu, Errects or BromipE or Potassium.— 
“Under this heading Mr. T. O. Wood, Medical’ Superintendent 
of Dunston Lodge Asylum, publishes a paper, with cases, in the 
British Medical Journal of October 14, 1871, in which cnter alia, 
he says its most dangerous effect is when, after a course of com- 
paratively small doses, which do not seem to be taking any great 
hold of the system generally, or upon the mental symptoms, to 
control which it is given, it suddenly, and without apparent cause 
or warning, displays its cumulative effects, and rapidly reduces the 
patient to a condition of great bodily prostration, and completely 
alters the character of the mental symptoms. The physical pros- 
tration is at once evident. There is great muscular debility ; 
dimness of sight with dilated pupils; irregular gait, the patient 
reeling as though intoxicated ; whilst nausea, vomiting or purging, 
with abdominal pain of a low aching character, may also be pres- 
ent, the breath having a peculiar disagreeable odor. Its effects 
upon the mental symptoms are no less marked. The patient, who 
was excited, glorying in his imaginary powers of body and mind, 
becomes despondent, sullen, melancholy, and frequently lachry- 
mose, often even despairing. 

In a previous number of the same Journal are cases reported by 
Witlow Bovis, L.R.C.P., and Dr. R. W. Soss, bearing out these 
statements except in regard to the suddenness of the symptoms.” 
—New Remedies. 


For Hysterra.— 
R.—Tinct. castori., 


Tinct. assafoetida, ‘ . aa f. oz iss. 
Ague camphore, . ‘ ‘ f. ozj. 
Spirit ammo. aromat. ; «hot tle 
Syrupi acacie, . ‘ : f. oz iss.—M. 


S. Tablespoonful pro re nata. 
This is recommended as a “ powerful anti-spasmodic.”’ 


A Puan FoR Facitiratine THE Repuction or Srraneu- 
LATED Hernia BY Taxis.—Dr. P. Smyly, in the British Medical 
Journal for December 25, 1871, reports a plan by which he has 
successfully reduced strangulated hernia when all other plans had 
failed. ‘In inguinal hernia in the male the index finger is ap- 
plied to the lowest part of the scrotum. This invaginated, the 
finger being baer behind the testicle andcord up to the external 
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ring. The hernial tumor is then pressed downwards over the fin- 
ger, toward the back of the hand, so asto make the strictures in 
the ring tense, and consequently smaller. The invaginated finger 
is then forced firmly upwards and outwards in the direction of the 
internal ring. As soon as the finger is firmly grasped the hand 
should be slightly turned, and the finger pushed toward the middle 
line. Considerable force may be safely applied in this way, as all 
the delicate structures are behind the finger, which acts mainly on 
the stricture. On withdrawing the finger the hernia can usually 
‘be easily returned. The same principle is equally applicable to 
femoral hernia.” The advantages claimed for this plan are: 1st. 
The strangulating portion of the ring is dilated before any pres- 
sure is applied to the bowel. 2d. Much greater force may be ap- 
plied to dilate than could safely be brought to bear when the in- 
testine is employed for dilatation, asin crdinary taxis. 3d. There 
is much greater probability of returning the bowel into the abdo- 
men in a good condition, and consequently in a number of cases 
avoiding a dangerous surgical operation.—Detroit Review of Med. 


LINIMENT FOR RHEUMATISM AND NEURALGIA.— 
R.—Olei origani, 


Ticnt. camphore, - - aa f. oz ss. 

Granville’s Lotion, - - f. dr iij. 

Chloroformi, - . : dr iijss. 

Tinct. aconite, 

Tinct. capsici, - - aa f. oz ss. 

Ol. sassafras, - - - dr ss. 

Lin. safon. comp’d, - . - oz j.—M. 
—Pror. Cox. 


Arsenic In Muttipte Guanps.—( Wien. Med. Woch., ’71, 14.) 
Billroth reports the case of a woman, aged forty, who had been 
in good health during her youth. The disease began ten months 
before her reception into the clinic, with enlargement of the 
glands of the neck, ; those of the axilla and groin soon followed. 
When the patient was recieved into the cliaic, the tumors in the 
neck on both sides had reached the size of the fist, those of the 
axilla and groin formed swellings of the size of an apple, those at 
the elbow the size of a hen’s egg; and the mesenteric glands 
seemed enlarged also. The spleen was double the normal size. 
Examination of the blood showed that no leucaemia was present. 

An experiment was first made with quinine, commencing with 
twelve grammes, gradually increasing to twenty grammes, daily. 
As this treatment produced no effect, Billroth decided to employ 
arsenic, which so frequently causes the reabsorption of splenic 
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enlargement in intermittent fever. A mixture of equal parts of 
Fowler’s solution and water was given in doses of five drops, at 
first, gradually increasing, in the:course of four weeks, to twenty 
drops, and then again returning gradually to the original dose. 
Two weeks after the commencement of this treatment there was 
already a marked diminution of all the tumors; and, when, after 
two months, the patient was dismissed, there remained only a sin- 
gle gland, of the size of a hazel-nut, all the others having been 
entirely reduced. 


HYPERASTHESIA OF THE JOINTS, says Dr. C. H. Jones, is well 
known to surgeons since the publication of Sir B. Brodie’s work 
on local hysterical affections, which I advise you all to read. The 
most constant symptom is morbid sensibility of the joints and ad- 
jacent parts, which is associated sometimes with more or less gen- 
eral tumefaction, apparently from a turgid state of the small ves- 
sels. I have known a condition of this kind, attend d with 
sanguineous, vomiting, yield to carbonate of iron, after an offer of 
amputation had been (fortunately) declined. I hope none of you 
will ever make such a fauz pas. 


Dr. JoHN Warz’s FoRMULA FOR CHLOROSIS.— 


R.—Ferri citrat., = - - - - ar ij. 
Syruri aurantii, 
Aque menth. pip., —- - / £& £...08 ij. 
Aque puree, - . - f. oz iv.—M. 


§. Teaspoonful twice a day. 


SULPHITE OF SopA As A PropuyLactic In Smatt Pox'— 
Dr. D, P. Boyer (Medical & Surgical Reporter Feb. 17, 1872) 
writes : 


In my article on the treatment of small pox by carbolic acid 
and sulphite soda, I forgot to mention that I also used sulphite 
soda as a prophylactic, and in noinstance did I have a second case 
in the family where it was so used—no matter how severe the case 
under treatment was. My custom is to give from five to twenty 
grains of the salt, morning and evening, to every member of the 
family, according to age. It mattered not what the exposure to 
the contagion was, in no instance was another member of the 
family attacked. 

In one case where the husband had varioloid the wife was ob- 
liged to sleep in bed with the patient or on the floor. I advised 
the former; gave the sulphite; notwithstanding she was not vac- 
cinated since a child, and was very much alarmed. She had no 
symptoms of small pox. 
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TREATMENT oF FactaL AND DentaL Nevra.era.— This 
method consists in turning into the meatus auditorious from four 
to ten drops (according to the age and sensibility of the patient) 
of the following fluid; then to close the opening of the ear by 
means of a little cotton, and to cause the patient to hold the head 
inclined for some minutes to the side opposite to the seat of the 
pain, so that the liquid may remain in the bottom of the ear. 
This preparation is thus made: 


R.—Ext. opii 
Ext. belladonna, 
Ext. Stramonii, = - - - —aa_ parts j. 
Aq. pruni virg., - - = parts xij. 


Solve et cola. 

Although this preparation may be only extemporaneous, it may 
nevertheless be preserved, if care is taken to keep it cool, by 
pouring on its surface from two to four drops of sweet almond oil. 

It is very rare, with the use of this liquid, that relief is not ob- 
tained in a few minutes, and the patient asleep in half an hour, 
whatever may have been the severity of the pains, and that with- 
out having been in the least danger. Absorption takes place 
almost as rapidly as from a denuded surface, and it is, therefore, 
unnecessary to blister the patient when we wish to use narcotics, 
since they act almost as rapidly by the auditory passage. 

If it should happen that, at the end of eight or ten minutes, 
the pain does not yield to the remedy (which sometimes happens 
when the quantity used has been too small, or when we have to 
treat a neuralgia which has already required the use of narcotics 
in any way), it is necessary to use a second dose, at least equal to 
the first, but in the opposite case, in order to obtain, promptly, 
that relief which is only too frequently, momentary, of facial 
neuralgias of long standing.—American Practitioner. 


NavsgA IN Precnancy.—(British Medical Journal, March 11.) 
Mr. T. E. Clark, Surgeon to the Bristol Royal Infirmary, says he 
has found two grains of extract of white poppy, every four hours, 
exceedingly successful ; also, a pill consisting of creasote, half a 
minim; bismuth, two grains; extract of hyoscyamus, two grains ; 
every four hours. The patient should be made to lie down for 
some time after each meal.—Half yearly Abstr. July, 1871. 


CoLtiavative Sweats.—M. J. Guyot has found the phosphate 
of lime to be almost a specific in the night sweats of consumptives, 
tending at the same time to improve their general health. The 
dose is from 30 to 90 grains per day.— Union Med. 
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ls Putuisis Contagious ?—lIn reply to this question, Dr. C. 
W. Stephens, of Charlestown, writes : 

I was present at the experiments on inoculation of tubercle by 
Prof. Villemin, of Paris, in 1865-1868. The inoculated rabbits 
invariably showed, after a variable time, fine neoplasms of tubercle 
at the spot of inoculation and in the regionary lymphatic glands, 
and were either killed or died of phthisis. These experiments 
have rightly raised the question as to the contagiousness of tuber- 
culosis. I have lately observed a case which seems to favor the 
affirmative. 

Mr. R., aged 29, died of phthisis after three years’ sickness. 
The last few months of his life he had a tuberculous diarrhea. 
His expectoration was purulent and profuse. He had returned 
home from abroad only six months before his death. He was 
nursed chiefly by his young wife, and assisted by his wife’s mother. 
His wife had a fine constitution, a well-developed body, and had 
always been healthy. Her mother was likewise a very robust 
woman of middle age, with no hereditary consumptive tendencies. 
This young wife was incessant in her devotion to her husband— 
constantly sitting beside him, breathing his breath, bathing his 
body, and emptying his sputa and excretions. Near the end of 
his life she was taken with a slight diarrhoea. After his decease 
she appeared to go into a decline, and died of acute tuberculosis 
in about six months. About a year afterwards her mother like- 
wise died of consumption. 

It can hardly be said that these two victims of womanly courage 
and devotion went into a tuberculous decline from the fatigue and 
exhaustion of self-denying vigils; for nurses in long-continued 
typhoid fevers and other chronic diseases demanding great fatigue, 
do not become tuberculous, but they often fall into a typhoid 
fever. I would be glad to have my professional brethren relate 
any experience bearing on this point. 


For Scaruet Fever.— 


R.—Ammon. carb., - - - scr iiss. 
Tinct. opii camph., - - - f. dr ij. 
Vini ipecac., = - - - - ff. dr ss. 
Aque pure, - - f. oz vj.—M. 


S. Tablespoonful every 4 or 6 hours. 


It should be taken thus: To one spoonful of the mixture add 
two ounces of water, sweeten, and mix with it one drachm of 
lemon juice, and take while effervescing. This is spoken of very 
highly by an excellent physician of Massachusetts. 
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“‘Jackson’s Coven Syrup.”—The formula for this prepara- 
tion has not been uniform, and therefore the Cincinnati College of 
Pharmacy has recently presented the Academy of Medicine the 
following formula as an uniform standard, indorsed by the secre- 
tary, Mr. James M. Ayers: 


R.—F uid extract ipecac, - dr 8s. 
Fluid extract Senegee (oz i Rad ame rm f oz i) dr iii. 
Fluid extract Rhei, - - dr iv. 
Syr. simplex, - : - OZ XXXi. 
Morphia Murias, - - - gr Viil. 
Ol. sassafras, - . - gtte xxxi. 


M. ft. Mistura. 


And hereafter all prescriptions for this mixture will be prepared 
on the above formula. There are other preparations of a stand- 
ard character which should receive the attention of the College of 
Pharmacy, and we trust they will at an early date. 


Coxtc IN Bapres.—(Alerander W. Acheson, M. D. pore An 
ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. 

The “pound of cure” I leave for another occasion, contenting 
myself with a few observations on the “ ounce of prevention.” 

If taken in due time, no trouble is more easily controlled than 
colic. If permitted to exist, not only the child suffers, but the 
mother, through anxiety and loss of sleep, may be broken down. 
My attention was first called to colic by my own child, who cried 
regularly every day, for the first three months of its existence. 
For it I could get no remedy to cure. Palliatives were numerous. 
In this case, I observed that as soon as the child was born, its 
grandmother took it away and fed it. Was that correct ? 

I had noticed that the calf, the colt, the young of all animals, 
except man, get no food until nature provides. The first chicken 
of a brood may be hatched on the seventeenth day, and remain on 
the nest with the old hen, until the twenty-first without food, and 
at the end of that time be the strongest, brightest, liveliest chick- 
en in the brood. 

A mother’s milk may not appear until the third day. Is it 
proper to let the child go without until the supply comes ? 

Theoretically, yes; because if Nature intended the child to have 
food sooner, it would provide it. 

But what will be the effect on the child ? 

This question I determined to answer by an experiment. When 
my next child was born, I gave explicit directions that it should 
not have anything to eat except what the mother could supply. 
It was a difficult matter to surmount the objections of the mother, 
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nurse, friends and neighbors. ‘The child could not live,’’ was 
the common expression. But it did live, kept quiet, did not seem 
to suffer for want of food, and on the third day had its patience 
rewarded by a full meal. 

This child cried during its childhood, from colic, only three 
times, and in every instance we were able to trace it directly to 
indigestible food. 

I was satisfied; but as ‘one goose does not bring Spring,’’ so 
one case does not establish a rule. 

In the second case in which I pursued this course, a like result 
followed. The child was quiet, and the mother happy. 

In the third case in which I laid down the law, an old maid got the 
child, and on the occasion of my next visit I found her feeding it. 

“What are you doing with that child ?” 

“ Feeding it.” 

‘“‘ What are you giving it?” 

“‘ Molasses and water.” 

“If you should take that dose yourself, what effect would it 
have ?”” 

‘“‘ Give me a headache.” 

“ And yet you'll give to that weak, new-born stomach, truck 
~~ will not bear. Did I not tell you not to give it any- 
thing ?” . 

“Yes; but you’re too young to teach me anything about chil- 
dren.” 

In this case colic was present to such an extent that the child 
did little else but cry for four months. 

With these few cases J established the rule, never to feed a 
child anything until the mother’s milk comes, and I have not yet 
encountered the case wherein I had to regret so doing. 

The child may be put to the breast immediately, particularly 
if there is any disposition toward flaccidity of the womb. There 
will be some material found in the breasts, but not much for two 
or three days. ‘here is no fear of starvation inside of four days. 
Instead of growing weak, it will be seen to steadily improve in 
strength ; and another point of importance in following this rule, 
is that the child never forgets to suck, as it is apt to do if fed with 
&@ spoon. 

In every case of labor I now attend, I tell the mother frankly, 
that if she wants her child free from colic she must not feed it, 
and if she does, she will suffer for it as certainly as fate. 

There is a common impression that whatever the mother eats 
which is liable to produce colic in her, will, through the milk, have 
the same effect on the child. 

If you disable a child’s stomach by improper food at the be- 
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ginning, it is not surprising if anything would on certain occa- 
sions give rise to colic. But if a good start is made, and the 
stomach not injured at birth by “ brandy and water,” “sugar and 
water,” or “molasses and water,’’ &c., the mother can eat what- 
ever she wishes, and without fear of her child suffering for it. 


Sopa Mint.—The very popular ‘soda mint,’’ so much em- 
ployed as an antacid and carminative for over-fed infants and 
dyspeptics, was originally a favorite prescription of Dr. George 
Norris, of Philadelphia. His formula was the following : 


R.—Sode bicarb., . : - 0Z 8s. 
Aquee menthe piperi, - sae. Oj.—M. 
Dose: from a desert-spoonful to a table-spoonful for adults ; 
from half to one teaspoonful for infants.—Journal of Pharmacy. 


Supuate oF Iron 1n Suppuration.—A child, burned all over, 
was lately brought into the hospital. The suppuration from the 
wounds was so profuse and offensive, that the ward, in which he 
lay, was almost uninhabitable. He was placed in a bath contain- 
ing two handfuls of sulphate of iron. The cessation of pain was 
almost immediate; after repeating the bath twice a day, for fifteen 
‘or twenty minutes at a time, the suppuration moderated, the 
fetid odor disappeared, and the patient rapidly recovered.-—Boston 
Journal of Chemistry. 


ArsENIC IN Dyspeps1a.—Dr. J. C. Thorowgood, in the Prae- 
titioner, speaks highly of the action of arsenic in many diseases 
of the stomach. He has found that one drop doses of Fowler's 
solution in half an once of infusion of Columba had the effect, in 
a case he treated, of allaying the pain, stopping the vomiting of 
food, and enabling the patient to eat and digest small quantities 
of mutton. He states that the usual irritable tongue, with pro- 
jecting papille and yellow or gray fur, indicate arsenic. The 
more purely local the gastric symptoms, the better is the chance 
of arsenic doing good. Where there is much general exhaustion 
of the system, with disordered urine or hepatic congestion, it does 
not promise much. 


Sutpuurous Acip In Sypuritic ULceRATION.—Dr. Murchi- 
son has recently tested this remedy at the Middlesex Hospital, 
with a favorable result, in the case of an old woman, with tertiary 
syphilitic ulceration of the pharynx, involving deeply the posterior 
pillars of the fauces. Iodide of potassium with chlorate of pot- 
ash was employed internally, and the sulphurous acid (one part to 
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four of water) was used locally in the form of spray. The ulcer- 
ation was speedily checked, and continued to improve so long as 
the application was kept up. When the treatment was omitted 
the ulceration recommenced.— Richmond § Louisville Med. Jour. 


Aw AstRINGENT IN GLEET.—Dr. R. 8. Johnson extols, for 
cure of gleet, an astringent injection composed of: 


R.—Tr. opii, - .- - - dr j. 
Tr. catechu, . - - - dr ss. 
Mist. acacize, - - : 0z ij. 


To be used twice daily. 
He relates one case in which the discharge ceased after the sec- 
ond application, and did not return.— Medical Press and Circular. 


NirritE OF AMYL IN Epitepsy.—Dr. 8. Weir Mitchell (Phil- 
adelphia Medical Times, April 15, 72) in speaking of a case of 
epilepsy, says: 

Many remedies have been vainly employed, and even the bro- 
mides in full doses, fail to do more than lessen the number of 
attacks ; while strychnia, valerianate of quinia, zinc, and other 
agents have all alike failed to afford relief. 

I made many experiments with a view to cutting short the fit by 
interfering with the precedent local spasm; but neither blisters 
along the nerve-tracks which are not tender, nor a ligature tightly 
applied, proved of a use. I then gave the patient a drachm of 
chloroform in phial, directing him how to inhale it from a hand- 
kerchief, but soon found that he was unable to inhale enough of 
it to serve his purpose. As a last resort, I gave him in a very 
small phial three or four drops of nitrite of amyl, and showed him 
how to inhale it by putting the open phial up one nostril while 
with one finger he closed the other, and then made a few full in- 
spirations. The first attempt failed, because, as he said, the spasm 
of the left limb made him nervous, On the second occasion he 
began to breathe it the instant the fingers twirched—having pulled 
the cork of the phial with his teeth. In a few moments he felt 
his face flush, the carotids beat violently, his head felt full, an4, 
the spasm ceasing, the attack at once, and for the first time in his 
experience, was cut short. Four days later he thus cut short an- 
other attack; and the experiment has since succeeded in eleven 
fits, and failed, from too late use ef the nitrite, in two. More- 
over, the attacks have lessened in frequency, and now come on 
only once in ten to twenty days. Not only is there no evil effect 
from the drug, but his memory has improved, and his nutrition 
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gained considerably. He is again taking bromide of lithium. 

T hesitate, as yet, to speculate on the relations between the 
physiological influence of this interesting agent and the present 
views of the mechanism of epilepsy ; but I do not feel justified in 
withholding any knowledge, however limited be the foundation on 
which it rests, when it has proved so distinctly valuable. 

In another class of rare cases it may also prove of service. 
There are certain epilepsies in which the spasms last for hours— 
one fit following another. In these I commonly employ, with suc- 
cess, injections under the skin of bromide of lithium, using thirty 
or forty grains in three or four localities; but I have twice checked 
these attacks at once by inhalations of the nitrite of amyl. In 
one of them there was a second fit, but no more—which was unu- 
sual. In the other, which lasts always several hours, I used the 
nitrite at the close of an hour, in the third convulsion. Relaxa- 
tion instantly occurred; the fit passed off, and no other followed. 
Ether has been frequently employed in this case; but it merely 
mitigates the attack, and its use has to be kept up for hours. 


TREATMENT BY Puysostia¢ma.—Dr. N. 8. Davis (Chicago 
Medical Examiner, April 1,) gives notes of treatment in forty 
cases of Meningetis under his observation since February 1. 
From this paper we clip the following: 

Recollecting that the Celabar bean had been used with apparent 
success in tetanus, and that I had used it with benefit in. several 
cases of muscular rigidity frm irritation of the nervous centres, 
I made the following prescription : 

R.—Tinct Calabar bean, . - : 0z j. 

Fl. Ext. Ergot, . 7 - oz jss.—M. 

Gave half a teaspoonful every two hours, and omitted all other 
medicines. At the end of twenty-four hours the patient was found 
simply more quiet, the pulse a little slower, and the respiration 
more regular. The treatment was continued without change. At 
the end of the second day the patient had ceased to complain of 
pain in her head, had slept several times for half an hour to an hour ; 
the retraction of the head was decidedly less; mind was clear; the 
mouth moist; and the urine free; but she seemed feeble. More 
simple nourishment was ordered, and the medicine continued at 
intervals of three hours. The case continued to steadily improve, 
and on the fifth day after the commencement of the use of the 
Calabar bean and ergot, the muscular rigidity had entirely ceased, 
and the patient was convalescent, though emaciated and feble. 
The medicine was contined three times a day several days longer, 
and a combination of extract of malt and the compound syrup of 
hypophosphites, in addition to nourishment, were given to aid in 
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restoring nutrition and strength. Since that time I have used 
the Calabar bean, either alone or in combination with ergot, in 
nearly all the cases that have come under my care, and certainly 
with more apparent effect in controlling the disease than by any 
other remedies I have tried. 


PHOSPHORUS FOR SLEEPLESSNESS.—Dr. E Cutter (Boston Jour- 
nal of Chemistry) writes : 


Major A. B., aged about 40 years, served three years in the 
late war. Being very energetic and trustworthy, his labors were 
arduous and exhaustive. On his return home he resumed the 
duties of his trade—that of a carpenter. Engaging in building 
a hot-house, he was exposed to the sun’s heat under glass in the 
summer time. This exposure was followed by symptoms of dis- 
turbance of the nervous system, evincing a loss of nerve force. 
Naturally of a cool temper, he became excitable. The mathe- 
matics of his business became very troublesome, and he found it 
very difficult to cast accounts or make calculations. His steps 
were rapid and his manner nervous. There was but little excite- 
ment of the pulse: appetite fair; bowels regular. Sleeplessness 
was the most prominent and perplexing symptom. 

Chloral hydrate, bromide of potassium, opium, sulphate of 
morphia, and valerianate of morphia, were successively tried, 
without avail. 

Finally, reasoning that here was a case in which there was a 
loss of nerve force, and knowing that phosphorus was a most im- 
portant nerve food, I concluded to put him on its use. He took 
one-fiftieth of a grain thrice daily in pill form, In a few days he 
slept as well as ever, and discontinuing the pills, has since enjoyed 
his natural sleep. 

Post hoe propter hoc is not always a reliable guide. Still, as I 
have witnessed the calmant and hypnotic effects of phosphorus in 
other cases, Iam disposed to attribute the result in this case to 
the agent employed. As phosphorus is an irritant poison, great 
caution should be observed in its employment. None but the right 
preparation should ever be used, and then only under the direction 
and advice of a competent and regularly educated physician. 


CARBOLIZRD GARGLE FOR DipTHERIA, ToNSILLITIS, ETC.—Car- 
bolic acid, 20 minims; acetic acid, $drachm; honey, 2 fluid 
ounces; tincture of myrrh, 2 fluid drachms ; water, 6 fluid ounces. 
The carbolic and acetic acids to be well shaken together before the 
other ingredients are added.—CHARLES SEDGWICK. 
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GLYCERINE IN Putrip Sore Turoat.—Dr. J. D. Palmer, in 
the Journal of Pharmacy, says: “I have found this an invaluable 
remedy in putrid sore throat, as well as in many other affections, 
Not long since a case occurred in which its healing properties were 
fully tested. The patient, a little girl, seven years of age, had 
been suffering several days before I saw her, and the various rem- 
edies employed had made no impression on the disease. As it was 
with great difficulty and pain she swallowed, and her pulse being 
very weak and quick, it was important that the remedy employed 
should possess healing, nourishing, and antiseptic properties ; and 
glycerine possessing these qualities, was administered in teaspoon- 
ful doses every six hours. The first dose caused some smarting, 
the second less, and before giving the third there was obvious im- 
provement. The case was dismissed in three days.” 


SANTONINE IN Eye-Diseasz.-—D. Dyce Brown, M. A., M. D., 
Medical officer to the Aberdeen Dispensary; and Alex. Ogston, 
M. D., Surgeon to the Aberdeen Infirmary, give (British and For- 
eign Med. Chir. Rev.) ‘the following results of all the cases in- 
discriminately in which it was administered : 

Cases treated. Curedorimproved. Failuresand unknown results. 
Nervous deficiency......38....sss00 ssssssees SEE TT ee a eae 


Improved. Failures, 
IIIA renstces ate oe E : 


“Although it is not possible from these to particularize the 
precise form of disease in which it answers best, the trial of the 
drug has left no doubt in our minds that it possesses a great power 
over many cases of inflammatory and atrophic alterations of the 
nervous elements of the eye, and is superior, in the treatment of 
such, to the remedies ordinarily employed. Santonine also seems 
to posses a very decided effect on hyperssthesia of the retina, 
one case in particular improving rapidly under its use, although 
other medicines had previously failed totally. It does not seem, 
where defective color-vision accompanying deficient sight is the 
result of alterations in the nervons elements of the eye, that im- 
provement in one respect is obtainable without an accompanying 
amelioration in the other symptoms. ‘The dose employed by us in 
almost every case has been the same, viz., one grain per diem. 
This dose was administered at bedtime, to avoid the unpleasant 
yellow vision caused by even so small a quantity. 

‘“‘In the course of numerous experiments on animals with this 
drug, for the purpose of ascertaining, if possible, the mode of 
production of the santonine yellow vision, it became evident that 
the seat of this action lies in the retina or brain, since the other 
parts of the eye preserve their normal tints when the coats of the 
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eye are removed to a small extent behind, so as to admit of the 
vitrous, lens, aqueous, and cornea being observed by transmitted 
light. No yellow pigmentation of the macula lutea was ever 
observed. 

‘In physiological doses, santonine, in the healthy subject, 
shows a marked action on the eye and brain. Prominently stand 
the alterations in color-vision, which are now too well known to 
require statement in detail. Besides this, as proved by the ex- 
periments of Dr. Edmund Rose, of Berlin, the retina becomes 
hypereemic, both arteries and veins being very markedly enlarged 
in rabbits poisoned by this drug. Then also distinctly cerebral 
symptoms are produced, as headache, dizziness, nausea, and vom- 
iting, the latter evidently not arising from disorder of the stomach, 
but from brain irritation. Alterations in taste and smell are also 
produced in some cases, while in animals poisoned by the drug, 
spasm, first of the cerebral and then of the spinal nerves occur. 
These facts, showing the elective affinity of the drug for the eye 
and brain, will tend to confirm the impression, deduced from the 
cases referred to, that santonine will yet take a prominent place 
in the treatment of certain forms of eye disease.” 


HypratEe oF CHLOoRAL IN Riaip Os-UTERI In A CaSE OF 
MiscaRRiaGE.—Dr. M. L. Brown, (Boston -Medical & Surgical 
Journal) reports the following : 


Mrs. , a well-formed and muscular woman, primipara, mis- 
carried at about the fourth month. I was called at 4 o'clock, A. 
M. The miscarriage had been in progress three days, and the 
waters had passed away the day before. On examination the 
vagina was found hot, though somewhat moist, and the os was too 
small to admit the tip of the fore-finger; it felt hard, and gave a 
sensation as if bound round with whip-cord. At the end of two 
hours, the pains coming regularly and increasing in strength, an- 
other examination was made, when I found the same condition as 
at first. At 8:39, A. M., no progress having been made, I gave 
one-third of a grain of sulph. morphia, as in labor at full term; 
I have several times seen the best results from giving an opiate 
when the pains were strong and the os rigid and unyielding. At 
11, A. M., there was no change; all the while the pains occurring 
regularly every five minutes. I then gave two grains of opium, 
but no effect towards dilating the os, though it materially increased 
the strength of the pains. At 1:30, A. M., applied the extract 
of belladonna after the manner of Prof. P. Dubois (a pellet of the 
extract the size of a pea on the nail of the index finger is carried 
to and applied up the os uteri). Towards evening, as this had 
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produced no result, several applications of very warm water were 
made by means of vaginal douches, with the effect to soften and 
cause the os to dilate so as to admit the finger. After this, no 
perceptible progress was made, and I thought of incising the os. 
The pains had become more frequent, powerful, and were agoniz- 
ing, and the patient complained of great fatigue, a feeling of com- 
plete exhaustion, was very thirsty, had severe headache, the 
tongue was dry, brown and burning, the abdomen was tender on 
pressure, and the pulse was hard and frequent. 

Having some hydrate of chloral at hand, I gave her forty grains 
in half a glass of sweetened water; very soon after she passed 
into a quiet and refreshing sleep. Slept an hour and a half, when 
she awoke, and immediately after it was discovered that the foetus 
was in the bed;. slight traction was made upon the slender cord 
and the plazenta was drawn from the vagina. The uterus was 
found firmly coutraeted ; the tongue was moist, and the headache 
was gone. The patient made a very quick and perfect recovery. 


Meat Extracts.—Dr. P. Muller, in an essay on meat extracts, 
considers that they are neither directly nor indirectly food, for 
they do not contain albuminoid matter,, neither do the nitrogen- 
ous principles which they contain arrest disassimulation, that is, 
they do not prevent the waste of the organic matter which com- 
poses the body. In small doses, these extracts are useful by the 
stimulant action of the potassa salts, which promote digestion and 
circulation ; in strong doses—too large quantity at once—these 
substances may have a very injurious effect. Medical men should 
bear in mind that, if given alone, these extracts (and the same ap- 
plies to beef tea) are no nutriment, and only tend to keep the con- 
valescents weak and not only ill fed, but not at all fed.—Good 
Health, April, 1872. . 


GANGRENE Propucep BY Dressines oF CaRBoLic AcID.— 
Dr. Tillaux reports, in L’Abeille Medicale, December 11, 1871, 
two cases in which gangrene followed the application of carbolic 
acid. In one of the cases the acid used was highly concentrated, 
—there being, in fact, at the bottom of the containing bottle a 
sediment of the solid acid. The acid in this condition was applied 
to slight wounds of the second and third fingers. It did not cause 
much pain, but the patient, noticing that his finger became black, 
ceased its use. Loss of the middle finger was the result. 




















ee. ee eS oe 


Editorials, Correspondence aud Miscellaneous. 





BES” Should any of our Subscribers or Exchanges fail to get Tue ComMPANION 
regularly, they will confer a favor by notifying us of the fact. 

8@S> Our Mailing Clerk will faithfully forward Tue Companton. Subscribers 
will please notify Post-masters that it will reach their offices, if not lost on the way, 
between the 15th and 20th of every month. Should it fail to come, after a reason- 
able time, notify the Editors, and it will be sent. 

Be” We respectfully solicit Original Articles, Reports of Societies, Clinics 
Home and Foreign Correspondence, News, etc., etc., of interest to medical 
readers. 

8@ To insure publication, articles should be practical, brief as possible, and 
carefully written, on ONE side of the paper. Articles should be received by the 
15th of one month to insure publication in the next. {3§~ Friends, send in your 
articles, “@3q 

Bas” All Subscribers and others will please write their names, post-offices, coun- 
ty and State plainly. 8&3" Remember, this is now required by the Post-Master 
General, 





TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS. 

Should any mistakes occur, either in name or post-office, or should THE 
ComPaNIon fail to reach its destination, we earnestly request that the Publisher 
Mr. J. J. Toon, (P. O. Box No. 24) beinformed without delay If not attended 
to, we then request our friends to write to the Editors, who will have matters 
righted. 





OUR THANKS. 

We thank our friends for the articles they have furnished. All articles will 
appear in order of arrival. Do not fail to write, friends. Overhaul your case- 
books and send us your experiences. Our second part is open to all. Fill it, 
friends, with the good things you have tested and can recommend to your 
brethren. We trust our readers will be up and doing, and aid us by pen and 
personal effort in giving useful and practical information to the profession. 











432 The Georgia Medical Companion. 


NOTES ON OUR VISIT TO COLLEGES AND HOSPI.- 
TALS IN PHILADELPHIA. 





After the adjournment of the Association, the writer visited 
University of Pennsylvania—being an alumnus of that institution, 
Twenty-six years have passed since, with diploma in hand, we left 
this noble institution. As we stood before it, with years of toil 
and trials intervening between the past and the present, memory 
brought vividly to view the days of our student life. The ‘old 
mother ’’ has changed but little—time has made but sorry work in 
defacing the grand old building. As we looked upon it, thoughts 
of the old time came rushing upon the drain, and with mingled 
feelings of sadness and pleasure, we reviewed the past. But 
while many familiar objects greeted the eye, the revered faces of 
many old teachers were not there to bid us welcome. Others, dis- 
tinguished and gifted, now fill their places, and the old institution 
remains as ever second to none in the land. 

We met Drs. Agnew and Rogers, who kindly showed us through 
the building. In the clinical lecture rooms we were introduced 
to Drs. Strawbridge, Duhring and Morris, whom we found busily 
engaged in attending to patients. Much information can be daily 
acquired by students visiting these clinics—so ably conducted by 
these young but accomplished scientific gentlemen. 

We then visited the Anatomical Museum. It has been greatly 
increased in value. It looked as familiar as in 1854 and ’56, 
when the writer was a student. It may be interesting to our 
readers—all of whom are doubtless familiar with the character of 
the old and honored institution—to give a brief sketch of the 
University. Its foundation was laid by the widow of the late 
Professor Wistar. She purchased and presented in 1818 to the 
University his collection, which was added to by the bequest of 
the late Professor W. E. Horner, in 1854. The clinical cabinet 
of splendid anatomical and pathological preparations—the result 
of the patient toil of an entire life-time of this truly good and 
great man, Professor Horner—was valued at $10,000. Models 
of wax, made by Dr. Chovet, and in plaster casts and crayon 
drawings, which were originally sent to this country by Dr. Fath- 




















The Georgia Medical Companion. 433 


engell of London, in 1762, were added to this collection, and. in- 
clude avery large number of interesting specimens of morbid 
anatomy, and of minute structure, besides preparations in natural 
history, and in comparative anatomy numerous drawings and also. 
models. It has been an object to keep seperate the wet and dry 
preparations in their localities and classiflcation. The first section. 
contains models, paintings and books. Among these may be seen 
the model of a Chinese foot, the bust of Esculapius,.the portraits. 
of Professors Sheffeen and the trepanning instruments used by 
Dr. Wistar. The series marked A. consist of wet preparations,. 
the fibrine of the blood, Protiene and Albumin dried, and uric 
acid. 

2nd Section—Bones: Their Diseases and Accidents. Os hu- 
meri and teeth of a pig colored with madder; Callus after frac- 
ture of the bones of the leg; Caries in spine of infant; mollities. 
of os femoris. 

3d Section—Organs of Circulation. Adult and infant heart ;. 
Aneurism of thoracic Aorta; Ossification of the valves of the 
Aorta; Hypertrophy of heart; Varicose aneurism of the femoral 
artery. 

4th Section—Organs of Respiration; Larynx and trachea in- 
jected; Foetal lung; Adult do. ; trachea with membrane of croup;. 
collapsed lung from empyema ; apoplexy of lung. 

5th Section—Organs of Digestion. Teeth of pig colored by 
madder ; do. upon a board; do. with the nerves; Pharynx and 
Esophagus ; stomach minutely injected; Peyers glands in ilium 
section of small intestines injected; cancer of the tongue; hem- 
orrhoidal tumor ; liver abscess; schirrus liver. 

6th Section—Emunctories. Kidney injected minutely; kid- 
neys natural; coalition of, across spine; fungus hematodes of 
kidney ; sugar of diabetes mellitus. 

Tth Section—Male Organs of Generation. Tubuli semiviferi 
unrevillid; testicle injected with quicksilver ; prostate gland en- 
larged ; stricture of urethra, calculi weight 1§ oz; elephantiasis 
of scrotum ; carcimoma of testis. 

8th Section—Female Organs of Generation. Female organs. 
of generation with hymen; uterus injected; uterus virgin ; ova- 
28 
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rian graffian vescicles of fallopean tube; dropsy of ovarium ; 
schirrus of the uterus; ovaria, dropsy on both sides. 

9th Section—Conception and pregnancy; uterus two days after 
delivery; placenta adhering to uterus; placenta injected min- 
utely; decidua reflexa with chorion and amnion; ovum of six 
weeks ; embryo of ten weeks ; uterus in third month of pregnancy. 

10th Section—Organs of Sensation. Encephalon; spinal 
marrow ; nerves; cerebrum injected minutely ; cerebellum; spinal 
marrow of adult; arachnoid membrane of medulla spinalis. 

11th Section—Embruaces the eye, ear, nose, skin, touch and mis- 
cellaneous articles in morbid anatomy. 

The above is an imperfect and meagre description of the most 
‘valuable museum in this country. 

It will be seen that the student will have excellent advantage 
at this great medical centre of learning, of a practical and useful 
‘character. We will speak at greater length of these advantages 
‘when we come to notice the hospitals of Philadelphia. 

We also visited the Jefferson Medical College, a description of 
‘which we must defer (for want of space) for our next issue. 





PONCE DE LEON SPRING. 

The wonderful reputed medicinal qualities of the water of this 
epring have been heralded throughout the State of Georgia—and, 
in fact, throughout,the South. Cures have been effected, it is 
said, by it, so surprising as would seem to at once place it in the 
front rank of the most celebrated mineral springs of the world. 
Chalybeate springs abound throughout the South, whose waters are 
justly renowned as of the utmost value. But the water of Ponce 
de Leon is not entirely chalybeate. It has not yet been submit- 
ted to analysis, but judging from its reported effects on the human 
system, and the cures it has been said to have performed, it is 
alkaline, or belongs to the class of Alkaloid-Carbonates—its spe- 
cial properties being alterative, tonic, diuretic and aperient. 
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These properties would seem to suggest it as applicable to diseases 
of the kidneys, bladder, etc.; and cures of these and kindred 
diseases of the urinary passages are reported by the most reliable 
citizens of Atlanta in patients having, hitherto, defied the thera- 
peutics of our ablest physicians. It seems also peculiarly adapted 
to all forms of dyspepsia and rheumatic affections—many persons 
suffering from these ailments having, it is affirmed, been perma- 
nently benefitted and relieved. 

Above and below Ponce de Leon Spring, proper,—within a few 
hundred yards—are strong chalybeate springs—as fine, perhaps, 
as are to be found in any region. These, with the peculiar alter- 
ative, tonic, diuretic and aperient qualities of Ponce-de Leon, are 
destined, doubtless, to make the waters in the immediate vicinity 
of this spring the most celebrated of the South. Atlanta seems 
to be peculiarly fortunate. Aside from her surprising commercial 
growth and geographical position to the Southern States, she has 
a climate unequalled in salubrity and purity, which alone entitles 
her to the esteem of invalids in quest of health, . But when the 
great value of her mineral waters, which surround it on every 
side, are considered, in connection with the facts above, she is 


surely destined to become, at no distant day, one of the first 
watering places of the country. 





ENGLISH “GOOD TASTE.” 





The Doctor, an English medical monthly, which should be read 
by American physicians, is likely to provoke the critical anathe- 
mas of the tasteful editor of the Richmond & Louisville Medical 
Journal. The Doctor, in speaking of its circulation, etc., re- 
marks : 


- “Tt may be remembered that, in a Supplement.to our December 
number, we had the satisfaction of showing that the circulation of 
the Doctor during the year 1871 had equalled that of any of the 
medical weeklies. We have now the pleasure of stating that every 
new number has brought us new subscribers. We are, therefore, 
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making steady progress, and again appeal confidently for support. 

The Doctor-has been. mentioned with approval, and its articles 
have been. quoted, by the leading journals of Europe and 
America. . 

The Doctor has been described as— 

“The pith of the periodicals at home and abroad.” 

“The best epitome of medical literature extant.” 

“‘ The public opinion of the Medical Profession.”’ 

‘“‘ A boon to the busy practitioner, as it contains in a few well- 
arranged pages, all that is necessary to keep any one au cour- 
ant with the progress of medical science and literature.” 

“A complete review of medical practice and literature in all 
‘countries.”” 

Tue CoMPANION has done no more than this—yet it has 
been declared to have committed ‘+a breach of good taste, deco- 
rum, ethics and propriety.” Our English cotemporary would do 
well to visit America and learn a lesson or two in “ good taste, 
propriety,” etc. The “good taste,’’ ete., etc., of England is 
thus called in question, Of course—as Martin Chuzzlewit has 
it—“‘one of the most remarkable men in this country ” is compe- 
tent authority. Let England blush—and then hide her head!! 





SUGGESTIONS AND KIND WORDS FROM FRIENDS. 


“T hope you, gentlemen, will not consume much time or space 
in discussing taste with the editor of the Louisville & Richmond 
Medical Journal. You have as much right to your taste as he 
has to his. The profession of the South understand the cause of 
the opposition to the CoMPANION and its editors. Please send me 
several copies of the Report of your troubles prepared by the 
Medical Society in your town.” 


“T see that the character of the senior editor has been assailed. 
Now, gentlemen, such assaults amount to nothing, save to “‘spot’’ 
the men who resort to such warfare. Wherever the “controversy” 
in regard to the college in your city is known, you are sustained, 
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and your character remains untarnished. Character consists in 
the elments of the man, as displayed by what he does and the acts 
he performs. You have done but your duty, and the efforts to 
spatter you, in order to weaken your influence, and to cover the 
wrong, have all tended to intensify the truth. You have been 
persecuted, but you come out of it purified and justified before 
the profession.” 


“Dr. Gaillard’s Review of the Atlanta pamphlet called, ‘A 
Statement of Facts’ is really amusing to those who are acquainted 
with the facts. I would suggest that you send the doctor a copy 
of the History of the Controversy in Georgia, prepared from the 
record.” 


“Tam much pleased with your journal—its practical character 
and its devotion in culling the therapeutical truths emenating from 
all quarters, Your advertising department I find of great advan- 
tage, and one which I read with interest. I trust my brethren 
will avail themselves of the advantages it will certainly afford 
them—as almost everything can be found in it which they need 
for the successful prosecution of their profession. By restricting 
your advertising space to houses of undoubted reputation, you can 
and will be of great service to the physician—for which all should 
thank you. We should all endeavor to make it of mutual advan- 
tage to you in your efforts to serve the cause, and the gentlemen 
who call upon us for patronage through your journal.” 


“J, for one, thank you for your noble stand for the ethics. 
You have. written many things which cannot fail to do good. I 
think, however, there is one subject you have not sufficiently en- 
larged upon, and one the profession do not generally regard with 
sufficient care. It is our duty to guard well and securely the gates 
of our profession. In doing this, we guardits honor. Call upon 
the profession, in thunder tones—and repeat it! REPEAT IT!! 
—never, under any stress or pressure whatever, to allow any young 
man to become a student in their offices, unless well and fully 
qualified by education and morals. And never—no never—allow 
any student to take even his first course of instruction in any but 
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the best and most thorough colleges in the country. Let the pro- 
fession make a compact—for the enobling of the cause, and for 
the blessings of science to the people—to do all in their power to 
cure the evils with which inferior schools are flooding the country. 

Another thing: . It is considered unprofessional for a physician 
torecognizea non-graduate, or any person who may have been guilty 
of irregularities in his professional conduct. The ethics holds us 
responsible for such affiliations. This isright. But why is it that 
some of the best colleges in the country receive and graduate stu- 
dents who have attended courses of lectures in schools all know to 
be undeserving and under the ban of the profession? Should col- 
leges not act as individuals, and ignore the claims of inferior 
schools? If they will not take a high stand, ought not the pro- 
fession, in a body, to direct their students to those colleges which 
do? Let the profession speak out—and not only speak, but act.” 


“Tf Dr. Gaillard endorses the course pursued by the Faculty 
of the Atlanta Medical College, it should be known, that gentle- 
men of other States who are in similar controversies may know 
what to expect from ‘the largest medical journal in America.’” 

“T advised you, some time ago, as a matter of information to 
the profession, that you publish the memorial upon which was pre- 
dicated the action of the Medical Association in their dealings 
with the old Faculty of the Atlanta Medical College. This you 
declined to do for reasons which I now think were wise. My 
object was to have the profession fully advised, and the justice 
of the quarrel firmly established in the minds of medical men. 
Could they read it—although you will do best not to let it appear 
in your journal—they would see that the medical men of the State 
could not, in honor, escape the controversy without stultification, 
and that your course could not have been other than one of resis- 
tance to the abominable charges against you. A key to your op- 
position to it would have been furnished by the document—and 
your action fully vindicated.” 

‘“‘We have always believed youright in principle. Some of our 
physicians have been induced to believe, however, that you are too 
uncompromising even in the advocacy of truth—which has always 
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sounded to me like saying a gentleman was too honest, or a woman 
too virtuous. Since Dr. Gaillard’s attack upon your private char- 
acter, they have changed their opinion, and are really anxious 
for you to publish the whole cause of the controversy. We think 
this is due the character of the profession of the whole State, as 
Dr. Gaillard’s review of the statement of facts is a serious reflec- 
tion upon the character of all who opposed the old Faculty of 
the Atlanta Medical College.’’ 


We thank our friend for the above information and suggestion. 
We are glad some of our mutual friends are willing to hear the 
whole truth; and if necessary they shall hear it. We have pitied 
them, and frequently laughed at their miserable policy. If we 
believe a thing to be right or wrong, we so declare it. We have 
never compromised the truth to make error respectable, or with 
the hope of securing permanent or even temprary peace. Weare 
willing at all times to sacrifice our just claims and material inter- 
est for individual or general good, when it can be done without 
lending a part of the truth to error, that both may be equally re- 
spectable. That would be a compromise that could do no good to 
any one, and would necessarily make new issues and work to the 
injury of many. Peace can only be secured by strict adherence 
to the truth. 

“Dr. Gaillard states that you, Dr. Powell, were expelled from 
the faculty of the college in your city (there is no college in this 
city now—it has been sold.—Eps.) How it was possible for Dr. 
G. to make this blunder—if a blunder—is beyond my compre- 
hension. He has only to look up the facts embraced in the re- 
ports of Fulton County Medical Society, to be answered and the 
Statement refuted. My advice is that you cease any further dis- 
cussion with Dr. G. If he wishes to place himself wrong by 
endorsing the past actions of the old Faculty of the Atlanta Med- 
ical College, let him do it. He will see his folly ere long if he 
takes that direction.” 

This was handed to the Senior Editor by a friend, which makes 
it unnecessary for him to answer the charge, personally, as one of 
the editors of this journal. 


“ Ask Dr. Gaillard if any gentlemen connected with his College 
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had been requested to resign his position because of his opposition 
to an amendment to the charter similar to the one obtained by 
the Faculty of the Atlanta Medical College, if it would not have 
brightened instead of stained his character? I do not desire this 
to be asked for the purpose of vindicating you and injuring Dr. 
Gaillard, but it is to learn if a rigid and. uncompromising adher- 
ence to the fundamental principle upon which the safety of this 
government and the rights of its people rest—upon which the 
honor of the profession depends—and upon which the Christian 
religion alone can be maintained—is to stain a man in his estima- 
tion or the esteem of any true gentleman—all of which principles 
were ignored—destroyed—in the passage of the amendment, and 
the privileges it granted. A true answer to this question will 
perhaps satisfy him why so many honorable gentlemen have con- 
sented to become connected with “THe Groraia MeEpiIcAL Com- 
PANION, and why none are afraid to trust the interests of the pro« 
fession and their honor in the hands of its Editors.” 


Messrs, Editors: 

The Medical Profession of Georgia, and many in the Southern 
States, are amazed that the Trustees and Faculty of the Atlanta 
Medical College have permitted the building to be sold at sheriff's 
sale for the sum of $165 00. Howis it that the State’s property 
has thus been sacrificed? It may be that the late medical con- 
troversy may have destroyed the prospects of the college—hence 
the indifference of the Trustees and Faculty. Please inform your 
readers, if you can, what will be done in the premises. *, 

It is a fact that the college building has been sold. We will 
state that we are informed that a majority of the Board have 
never fully understood the merits of the opposition of the profes- 
sion to the College, and they will doubtless hold the Faculty re- 


sponsible for permitting a great State interest to pass into private 
hands for a mere pittance. 


Dr. T. S. Powell: 


I regret to see that Dr. Gaillard, of Louisville, has succeeded 
in dragging you into a controversy about certain charges of a per- 
sonal nature, which even your enemies have long admitted to be 
false. Had Dr. G. taken the trouble to read the published action 
of Fulton County Medical Society relative to these very charges, 
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he would scarcely have had the temerity to attempt their resusci- 
tation. That action was the result of close investigation, mature 
deliberation, and unbiased judgment, coupled with a thorough 
knowledge of all the facts in the case. The committee’s report, 
upon which was based the Society’s action, not only exhausted 
the argument, but was a most complete vindication of your pro- 
fessional integrity. It palsied the tongues of your traducers, and 
put a final quietus upon their fabrications. No man has yet at- 
tempted its refutation. 

It is to be regretted that Dr. Gaillard, a gentleman whose in- 
telligence and courtesy are seldom at fault, should seek to resur- 
rect in Atlanta circles an issue so emphatically dead. You, Doc- 
to should have treated the effort with contempt. Why fight a bat- 
tle already won? When you whipped it in Atlanta, you whipped 
it in Louisville, and you whipped it everywhere. Truth is ubi- 
quitous. Yours, etc., + 


The above is from the pen of one of the most accomplished 
writers and physicians of our State. We thank him for his kind 
expressions, and hope, with him, that no peaceful-minded gentle- 
man will so far forget “‘ good taste, decorum or propriety,” as to 
attempt to re-open an old controversy, in which no credit can pos- 
sibly accrue to any one personally, in such an effort, and which 
cannot fail to most thoroughly blemish the professional record of 
certain parties the ‘editor’ of the “largest medical monthly in 
America”’ seems so anxious to justify and defend. 


The above extracts and paragraphs are truly “suggestions and 
kind words from friends.” For these our friends have our sin- 
cerest thanks. We publish them not as a compliment to these 
friends, or to compliment ourselves or journal, but with the same 
spirit and from the same motive with which we have warred 
against vice and error—that good may result to others. The Se- 
nior Editor could not have approved the manner in which the 
amendment to the charter of the Atlanta Medical College was 
obtained with less earnestness and energy, and have maintained 
his self-respect. He could not have claimed or deserved the con- 
fidence of the people, as a patriot or good citizen, had he endorsed 
it. He could not have claimed, upon the truest principles of 
honor and unsullied integrity, the respect or confidence of the 
humblest regular physician, and have endorsed the graduation of 
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students under the broad and latitudinous powers and privileges 
of that amendment. He could never get his consent to conspire 
against the.hemer of his profession, and, with lifted arm, aid in 
its assassination. He could not have claimed to have been a civ- 
ilized man and Christian gentleman while endorsing the more than 
heathen principle of pronouncing sentence of condemnation 
against his fellow-man without first meeting him face to face and 
affording the accused a fair andimpartial hearing. If he has been 
wrong in all this—then truth, principle, law and Christianity are 
dilusions, vice a virtue, and honor a reproach. 





LITERARY NOTICES—PERIODICALS. 


- ———— 


Toe NetHer SrpE on New York; or The Vice, Crime and 
Poverty of the Great Metropolis. By Edward Crapsey. New 
York: Sheldon & Co., 677 Broadway. 1872. 


This volume graphically describes “the vice, crime and pov- 
erty” of New York. An insight into the modes of living and 
the miseries of living in the great metropolis are brought to view. 
It is a volume showing the wickedness and frailties of humanity 
in some of its most revolting aspects. Yet it is a work that can 
be read profitably by all. The fact that it first appeared in a 
high-toned periodical—the Galaxy—is sufficient guarantee of its 
purity of style and tasteful reference to the vices of the metropolis. 


Ovent We to Visit Her? A Novel. By Mrs. Annie Ed- 
wards, Author of ‘Archie Lorell,”’ etc., etc. New York: 
Sheldon & Co. 


This novel gives a picture of English life, and is well written. 
It passed in serial form through the Galaxy. Those of our read- 
ers who would while away a pleasant time in the field of fiction, 
will find pleasure and recreation by reading this book. 


Lucta; Her Proptem. By Amarda M. Douglass, Author of 
“With Fate Against Him,” etc., etc. New York: Sheldon & 
Co. 1872. 
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This is a delightful story of American life, simply and beauti- 
fully told. It will repay for time expended in reading it. 


Tue GaLaxy.—This fine periodical, published by Sheldon & 
Co., New York, comes to us replete with good things. It is one 
of the best literary monthlies published, containing always the best 
stories from the pens of English and American authors. Price 
$4 00 per annum, in advance. Address Sheldon & Co., 677 
Broadway, New York. 


APPLETON’S JouRNAL of Literature, Science and Art, is a 
weekly of great merit, abounding with well written tales, bio- 
graphical sketches, scientific articles, etc.; handsomely illustrated 
and elegantly printed. It will be found a welcome visitor to the 
family circle. Price, $4 00 yearly; 10 cents per number. OD. 
Appleton & Co., 569 and 551 Broadway, New York. 


HEARTH AND Home maintains its reputation as one of the best 
illustrated weeklies in the country. Orange Judd & Co., the pub- 
lishers, deserve the thanks of the profession for their noble stand 
in support of legitimate medicine, by excluding quack advertise- 
ments from its columns, and their out-spoken denunciations of 
charlantry. Price, $4 00 per annum. 





BIBLIOGRAPHICAL. 


en 


A Hanp-Boox or OpgraTive Surcery. By John H. Packard, 
M. D., one of the Sugeons to the Episcopal Hospital, etc., 
with fifty-four steel plates and numerous illustrations on wood. 
Philadelphia: J. 3B. Lippincott & Co., 1870. Through 
Phillips & Crew, Atlanta, Ga. 

The author has rendered valuable service to the profession by 
his hand-book—one that will be prized by students and practi- 
tioners. Having the merit of conciseness, it still brings before 
the eye, by well-executed illustrations, “one good method, prac- 
tically described, for every surgical operation in general use at the 
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present day.” We know of no similar work so fully adapted to 
the practical, every day wants of the practitioner—one so copi- 
ously and accurately illustrated, and so conveniently arranged for 
easy reference. 


Botany oF THE SovutnuEerN Srates—In two parts. Part I: 
Structural and Physiological Botany and Vegetable Products. 
Part II: Description of Southern Plants, Arranged on the 
Natural System. Preceded by a Linnzan and a Dichotomous 
Analysis. By Prof. John Darby, A.M. New York: A. 8. 
Barnes & Co., 111 & 113 William Street. 1866. Through 
Phillips & Crew, Atlanta, Ga. 

The work of Prof. Darby has received the unqualified endorse- 
ment of Southern Botanists. To the Southern physician who 
would know the value and extent of the medicinal plants of his 
native soil, the work of Prof. Darby is invaluable, and we cor- 
dially recommend it. 





FrresipE Science. A series of popular Scientific Essays upon 
Subjects Connected with Every-Day Life. By James R. Nich- 
ols, A. M., M. D., Author of ‘* Chemistry of the Farm and the 
Sea,” and Editor of the Buston Journal of Chemistry. New 
York. Published by Hurd & Houghton. Cambridge: River- 
side Press. 1872. Price $1 50. 

Dr. Nichols is an accomplished chemist and writer, and in the 
work before us he has given many valuable and interesting essays 
“upon subjects connected with every-day life.” The volume is 
replete with facts drawn from nature, and written in the charming 
style of one thoroughly familiar wich his subjects. It is a work 
admirably adapted to the wants of the young—furnishing delight- 
ful reading with “truth which is stranger than fiction.” 


GENERAL SureicaL PatuoLoagy aND TueErapevtics. In Fifty 
Lectures. A Text-Book for Students and Physicians. By Dr. 
Theodor Billroth, Professor of Surgery in Vienna. Translated 
from the fourth German edition, with special permission of the 
Author, by Charles E. Hackley, A. M. M. D., Surgeon to the 
New York Eye and Ear Infirmary, etc. New York : Appleton 
& Co. 549 & 551 Broadway. 1871. 


This valuable work has reached its fourth edition. It covers a 
wide field, and the subjects of which it treats must always com- 
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mand the attention of the scientific physician. It is generally 
conceded that the study of Pathological Anatomy has made 
greater strides in Germany than any other country, and Prof. 
Billroth stands among the first of his countrymen as distinguished 
in Surgical Pathology. The work should be studied by every stu- 
dent, and be in the library of every physician. . It is illustrated 
by 152 wood cuts, which add much to its value. It is a work of 
great merit, and we cordially recommend it to the profession. 


A PracTICAL TREATISE ON THE DISEASES OF CHILDREN. By 
Alfred Vogel,.M. D., Professor of Clinical Medicine in the 
University of Dorpot, Russia. Translated and Edited by H. 
Raphael, M. D., Late House Surgion to Bellvue Hospital, ete. 
Second American from the fourth German Edition. Illustrated 
by Six Lithographic plates. New York: D. Appleton & Co. 

1871. 

The profession in this country are placed under great obliga- 
tions to Dr. Raphael for his translation of Vogel’s excellent 
treatise on the diseases of children. It is an invaluable text-book 
for the student and practitioner—one which, from its practical 
character, must commend it to every earnest physician. The 
translator remarks: ‘ The facts of Vogel’s ‘ Kinderkrankheiten’ 
having been translated into three other languages, and of its hav- 
ing attained to the fourth edition in less than eight years, together 
with the flattering commendations of. the critics in various coun- 
tries, and his belief in its utility,and merit, and its adaptation to 
the wants of the practitioner. and the student, must account for 
the translator having undertaken to render an English version of 
it.” For which he, undoubtedly, has the thanks of the profession 
of America. 


A TREATISE ON THE DIsEAsES OF THE Bonzs. By Thomas M. 
Markoe, M. D., Professor of Surgery in the College of Physi- 
cians and Surgeons, ne of the New York Hospital, ete. 
New York: D. Appleton & Co. 1872. 


Diseases of the bones has been a life-long study with the author, 
and he has given his brethren a work full of interest and scientific 
value. It cannot fail to profit all who desire to know more of the 
diseases of which it specially treats—diseases, many of which 
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constantly come under the observation and, demand the best 
scientific efforts of the practitioner for their removal or relief. 


MEDICAL THERMOMETRY, AND HUMAN TEMPERATURE. By 0. 
A. Wunderlich, Professor of Clinic at the University of Leip- 
zig, etc., and’ Edward Seguin, M. D. New York. William 
Wood & Cc. 27 Great Jones St. 1871. 


The importance of medical thermometry cannot be too highly 
valued, and its study should engage the best efforts of every con- 
sciencious physician. The author has prepared a practical work 
of facts, gathered from observations earnestly pursued, through 
sixteen years. He asserts that the more his “ observations multi- 
pled the more firm” his “conviction was, of the value of this 
method of investigation.’ ‘‘ A knowledge of the course of tem- 
perature in disease is indispensable to medical practitioners. Be- 
cause: all the phenomena of the sick are deserving of study. 
The temperature may be determined with a nicety which is com- — 
mon to few other phenomena. The temperature can neither be 
feigned nor falsified. We may conclade the presence of some dis- 
turbance in the economy from the mere fact of altered tempera- 
ture. Certain degrees indicate that there is fever. The height 
of the temperature often decides both the degree and the danger 
of the attack. Thermometric observation may aid in the discov- 
ery of the laws regulating the course of certain diseases. When 
once the normal course of certain diseasés has been determined, 
thermometry is able’ to simplify and confirm the diagnosis. Ther- 
mometric investigations indicate rapidly and surely any deviation 
from the regular course of the disease. The behavior of the 
temperature during the: progress of the disease discovers either 
relapses or ameliorations before they could be otherwise recog- 
nized. In this way thermometry is able to regulate therapeutics’ 
It puts us on our guard against.any injurious influenc that may 
affect the patients in the course of their illness. It serves to in- 
dicate the transition from one stage of the'disease to another, and 
particularly the commencement of convalescence and its complete 
establishment. It reveals complications, and how far recovery is 
from being complete. It generally reveals the imminence of a 
fatal termination. It announces the impossibilty of the continu- 
ance of life.” 
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ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT. 





An Advertising Department in a Medical Journal is as impor- 
tant as any other. Without the means—the Pilisesitstruments, 
drugs, etc., ete.—the physician, although skilled “in diagnosis and 
treatment of diseases, could accomplish but little good, deprived of 
those auxiliaries of past and modern improvement—the latter of 
which we hope, in some measure, to bring before them in our Ad- 
vertising Departmeit. Asa sense of duty to the profession, we 
shall, therefore, from month to month, call attention to these aids 
to professional skill with the same care and purpose as to the 
strictly Medical Department. We express the hope that our 
readers will carefully examine the claims of all our advertising 
friends upon them, as a matter of justice to themselves in meet- 
ing the demands of a progressing science in behalf of the sick 
and afflicted entrusted to their skill. 


”— ~*. 





MepicaL CoLitEGes.—The status of the profession depends greatly upon hay- 
ing students of medicine attend institutions of solid reputation, and which en- 
joy large facilities for imparting instruction by clinical teaching at the bed-side. 
Students who are in earnest in their efforts to acquire thorough medical educa- 
tions, and to be more than mere recipients vf diplomas, should make it a point 
to attend first class institutions. If they would honor their profession, and 
escape the mortification of being sneered at because of their having graduated 
at inferior schools, as well as sacrificing their future usefulness to the cause of 
science and the afflicted, they should make up their minds at the start to pro- 
cure the very best medical education to be had at the very best medical institu- 
tions of the country. Physicians should urge these thoughts upon all young 
men about to engage in the study of medicine. 

We have the pleasure of presenting for the consideration of these, four first~ 
class medical schools in our advertising department—the University of Penn- 
sylvania; Jefferson Medical College ; Bellevue Hospital Medical College; Mi- 
ami Medical College—and request that application be made for Catalogues, in 
which full information will be given, and by which all may be enabled to sum 
up the advantages of each in deciding which school shall furnish the best med- 
ical education. 


Messrs. CopMan & SHURTLEFF.—We Call attention to the large advertise- 
ment of this firm. Physicians will find many things manufactured by them of 
the greatest utility, and which, in many respects, are indispensable in the suc- 
cessful prosecution of their calling. We take greet pleasure in recommending 
this firm to the patronage of the profession. Physicians desiring to purchase 
from them may order through the druggi-ts of their respective localities. Phy- 
sicians in Georgia can order through any of our druggists of Atlanta. 


Tur Wrex.—This is the title of a weekly journal, an advertisement ot 
which will be found in our advertising columns. It is an eclectic in the field 
of literature, and presents weekly the best and finest articles from home and 
foreign papers and magazines, and will be found not only instructive, but a 
charming weekly visitor to the family circle. Address Holt & Williams, pub- 
lishers, Bond Street, New York, who will send specimen copies free. 
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Messrs. T1L.DEN & Co., New Lebanon, New York, are making extensive 
improvements in their large establishment. This fact will account tor the ab- 
sence of their sixteen-page advertisement in this issue. They are, however, 
always prepared to fill all orders. We ask our friend to remember them, and 
request Cr Ue sbdiighialader P their preparations on hand for their use. 


D. Appteton & Co.—The New York Medical Journal, edited by Drs. Jas. 
B. Hunter and Wm. T. Lusk, and the Journal of Psycological Medicine, edited 
by W. A. Hammond, M. D. and the Popular Science Monthly, are published by 
this old and estabiished publishing house, These journal's are ably edited, 
beautifully printed, and should be subscribed for by medical readers every- 
where. Our friends will do well to send to the Messrs. Appletons for their 
illustrated and descriptive Catalogue of Medical Books. Books can be ordered 
through local book houses or direct from the publishers, 


ee 


Tne AncHoR Lire INsuRANCE ComPANy OF NEw Jersey.—This is, be- 
yond question, one of the most reliable and safe companies for life insurance 
asking the patronage of our people. Its attractfve features and unusual ad- 
vantages offered to policy-holders, has made it the most popular company in 
the Union. Regarding life insurance a duty none should fail to discharge, we 

«cordially and sincerely recommend the Anchor as a first-class company, every 
“way worthy of the patronage of our people. 





Pror. B. F. Moore.—Moore’s Commercial College is one of the institutions 
of the day. It has been established upon a firm basis by the fine teaching and 
business qualifications of Prof. Moore. No young man can successfully en- 
gage in business pursuits without proper education in bis special calling ; hence 
the commercial training of young men desirous of engaging in business is an 
all-important element for success. Our friends having sons or friends about to 
embark in business, should, by all means, point them to some first-class com- 
mercial college, where the foundation for a successful business character ma 
be formed, and the essential elements of itssuccessful prosecution fully learned. 
Moore’s Commercial College will fully meet all the demands of a business edu- 
cation, while the pure and healthy climate of Atlanta will not destroy health 
in its procurement—an objection which may not be improperly urged against 
many localities. 


Tue GEorGIA MepicaL Companton.—The editors have no pecuniary inter- 
est'in the advertising department of this journal; yet they take pleasure in 
stating that, to those desirous of bringing their business prominently before the 
class of readers among whom it circulates, it has no superior in the South. The 
circulation is large and increasing rapidly in every Southern State. Advertis- 
ers wishing to avail themselves of the advantages it will afford them, are re- 
specfully solicited to patronize the journal at the rates below: 


For one page, per annum, .+++ e+e sss. $60 00 

For half page, per annum,....-++++ sss. 40 00 ) ’ 

For quarter page, per annum, ............ 20 00] For quarter page, one insertion,...00004 
4% Special arrangements for Cards, etc., of a few lines will be made. 


For one page, one incertion,..........$10 00 
For half page, one insertion,...-...s.0.5 &e 











